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I struggle to write about the 4th of July. I find it difficult to balance what we’re grateful for living in
the United States of America with the very real injustices we see and experience around us. To
celebrate with fireworks and BBQs, while also being careful not to glorify violence or war. And more
importantly, ensuring we don’t mix up our identities as Christians with our identities as Americans.

To make certain we put Jesus at the forefront of guiding our lives – because sometimes who Jesus
calls us to be is in contradiction with the dominant culture and beliefs in America!
Galatians 5:13 reads, “For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters, only do not use
your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, rather, serve one another humbly in love.”
Freedom in Christ is different from the freedom we celebrate on July 4 th. In Christ we have the
freedom to care for one another and to separate ourselves from a culture that would have us use
our freedom to act in ways that serve our individual self-interests.

I’d like to share lyrics with you from a poem by Lloyd Stone turned into a hymn for the New
Century Hymnal inspired by Psalm 82:8. Amid the flood of the red, white, and blue this month, let
us take a moment to remember our God, who not only guides us as Americans, but gives all
nations freedom in Christ to care for one another.
This is my song, O God of all the nations
A song of peace for lands afar and mine
This is my home, the country where my heart is
Here are my hopes and dreams, my holy shrine
But other hearts in other lands are beating
With hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.
My country's skies are bluer than the ocean
And sunlight beams on clover leaf and pine
But other lands have sunlight, too, and clover
And skies are everywhere as blue as mine
O hear my song, thou God of all the nations
A song of peace for their land and for mine

Sharing our Faith
July Worship 2022
Services Sundays at 9:00am
On-site and live stream worship service ("Longswamp UCC" Facebook page) starting at 10:15am.
It will be uploaded after worship to our "Longswamp United Church of Christ" YouTube Channel.
July Worship Schedule:
7/3 - 4th of July Service
7/10 - Guest Preacher: Rev. Rose Shepley, Chaplain at Bethany Children’s Home *
Pastor Kim is on vacation. We will be joined in worship by Rev. Rose Shepley, the chaplain at
Bethany Children’s Home. She will be preaching on the Good Samaritan and sharing about the
mission and work of Bethany Children’s Home (which is our July Mission). The on-call pastor
Rev. Lori Esslinger is available for any emergencies that may arise between July 4th and July
10th while Pastor Kim is away. Her contact number is 610-393-3522.
7/17, 7/24, & 7/31: Pastor Kim preaches a mini-series on Colossians,
“Earthly Pressure, Holy Letter”

A Leadership Update
Conference News
Due to conflicts between our newsletter deadlines and the pace of the Conference meeting schedule,
I have actions taken in about three different meetings to cover in this report. I’ll endeavor to keep
them as concise as possible.

May 13th Spring Conf. Mtg.
The Treasurer summarized the 2021 financial picture saying that the PNEC finances are stable,
but the cash flow is a continuing challenge. Expenditures as of 12/31/21 were about $28,000 over
income received, even though OCWM giving was strong throughout the year.

Other reports included recognition of those who have completed their term of service to PNEC,
new pastors to the conference were highlighted, authorized ministers celebrating anniversaries of
ordination and licensing were announced, and those pastors whom we lost through death since the
Fall Conference Meeting were honored.
Over 40 individuals recommended by the Nominating Committee to fill vacant volunteer positions
were approved unanimously and, after the paper ballots were counted, the delegates to the General
Synod meeting in 2023 were announced.
In her State of the Conference report for 2021, Bonnie Bates summarized the year as “challenging”
due to the pandemic making everyone stretch in unfamiliar and unsure directions. And yet, she
stated, PNEC has seen more than a dozen ministry teams work diligently to accomplish conference
goals throughout this period, with some of them reforming, refreshing or launching as new endeavors,
despite the obstacles and inconveniences
Then she specifically highlighted two ministry teams – beginning with the Coaching group, which
she characterized as “underutilized” with a presentation outlining their purpose and how
congregations can acquire a coach to accomplish many, varied objectives. The new Discernment
and Visioning Team has been tasked by the Board to look at where PNEC is going over the next 3-5
and 5-7 years and to make long-range strategic planning recommendations. To illustrate the
changing scenario the Conference faces, in 2009 the congregations of PNEC counted 42,000
members and today there are 129 churches with 28,000 members. While Penn Northeast is hardly
alone in this situation, this degree of change (30% drop) in less than 15 years indicates a new
approach must be developed along with strategic changes.
Bonnie Bates conducted the installation of those who were just voted into their new positions.

May 21 Board Retreat
This meeting served as both an orientation for new Board members as well as some planning,
scheduling and other business. Part of the orientation was provided by the chairpersons of the more
than a dozen ministry teams who explained the teams’ purpose, goals and current projects. It also
included some accomplishments of the previous year and goals the Board has set for ’22 -’23.
As was reported earlier, Bonnie Bates is planning to take a three-month sabbatical at the beginning
of 2023. The Staff and Personnel Committee has taken on the task of providing Conference Minister
coverage during that period. The report containing their recommendation for a candidate was
discussed and received a positive vote. There will be an announcement of the Interim Conference
Minister scheduled toward the end of summer, closer to the start of the coverage period.
[Continued on next page]

A Leadership Update
Conference News Continued….

June 7th Executive Committee of the Board
The Treasurer announced receipt of an unexpected bequest to the general account of the
Conference in the amount of $50,000 from the estate of a long-time, devoted volunteer. Furthermore, income from OCWM and other sources is running at 125% of the same point in 2021 (as of
4/30).
There was also a detailed evaluation of the Spring Conference Meeting and the PNEC Board
retreat. Both were very well received except for the facilities where the Spring meeting was held.
We will not be returning to that location.
One of the issues shared by the chair of the Oversight Working Group, which oversees authorized
ministers, was some resistance and complaints about the Continuing Education requirements for
authorized Ministers, including those who are retired. It was suggested that perhaps an expression
of support and/or explanation from the Board might aid in their acceptance. This was discussed and
will be put on the agenda of the Board to initiate action at the next meeting.
If you have any questions regarding the activities at the PNEC, please feel free to contact Helena
Lindquist at hklindquist@ptd.net.

Jesus loves the Little Children and
so do We!!
Children are welcome at worship - the noises of kids in
worship are celebrated at Longswamp UCC. However, if
you need a moment outside the sanctuary you are invited to take your kids to the Nursery.

Head through the Bell Room, into our Office/
Daycare Building, past the restrooms, and down
the hall toward the door that says NURSERY.
There you’ll find rocking chairs, changing
stations, toys, and room for your little one to
wiggle. Additionally, the service is live-streamed
into the Nursery so you can continue to worship
with us!

Teaching What We Believe
Longswamp Learning Center News…
Are you or someone you know looking for quality care and education for your
children (infants - 5th grade)? Please contact Sharon Wetzel, the LLC Director,
via email (sharon@longswamplearningcenter.com) or by calling the LLC office at 610-682-9750 to
get more information about enrolling your child(ren) for the current school year.

Welcome Tori!
The Longswamp Learning Center welcomes back Miss Tori Velas! She has been with LLC over the
summers while going to Kutztown University where she studied and graduated with an Elementary
Education degree! We are all very excited to have her back this summer as an Assistant Group
Supervisor helping out by floating in different classrooms! Welcome back, Miss Tori!

What’s Happening at LLC
The weather is getting warmer and all the children at LLC are enjoying getting outdoors and exploring
and playing!
The Young Toddler classroom had fun during ice cream week! They were excited to paint using ice
cubes! The ice cubes were colored and frozen onto popsicle sticks. The toddlers held the sticks with
their hands and made beautiful pieces of artwork with the ice cubes!
The Older Toddlers celebrated Dinosaur Day. They read dinosaur books, made dinosaur puzzles,
and painted with dinosaur cookie cutters! The children danced to the song “We Are the Dinosaurs”!
They were rocking in their dinosaur shirts!
Preschool learned about bees. They painted honey bees (paper plates) and made honey combs
(painted bubble wrap and pressed it down onto paper). The children used eye droppers to move
pollen (water) like a bee, onto a paper flower. They enjoyed tasting honey, dipping animal crackers
into it! Yum! On June 17th, the preschoolers enjoyed an outside picnic lunch!
The School-Age Summer Camp began and the children are loving it! Week 1 was all about “Art” .
They made different paintings and crafts related to famous artists. They pretended to be
Michelangelo by laying underneath a table and drawing a picture onto paper taped to the underside
of the table. Week 2 they studied famous “Inventors”. They learned all about Walt Disney, Leonardo
DaVinci, the Wright Brothers, and Milton Hershey! The children are excited about the upcoming
weeks of Summer Camp!

Acting on Jesus’ Teachings
LUCC’s “Acting” Ministry Theme for 2022 Upcoming Missions in 2022
*** Please note: LUCC’s monthly missions
are subject to change.
June 2022 - December 2022 (1st Sunday of month) - Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) What is Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) Basic Support? OCWM is the name we give to
congregational gifts that support wider UCC ministry in the national and global setting as well as in
the Conference setting. The United Church of Christ emphasizes God’s continuing testament in the
world, the extravagant welcome of our churches and changing lives. The ideal way to have the most
impact is for UCC settings to all work together. Your gifts to OCWM help the UCC spread God’s
love to more people in more places than any one of us can do alone. (LUCC members have
contributed $744.00 in OCWM offerings during the first five months of 2022). Let’s aim to contribute
at least $1,500.00 to Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic Support!
(portions taken from https://psec.org/missions-ministries/ocwmfinancial/)
July 2022 - December 2022 - ongoing mission for the benefit of Brandywine Food Pantry Please deposit your donations in the appropriately marked wicker tote box in the Bell Room.
August 2022 - Local mission for the Food Pantry at Brandywine Heights Intermediate and
Middle Schools - Let’s help the in need students of the Brandywine Heights Intermediate School
(grades 4 & 5) and Middle School (grades 6 - 8) start the 2022 - 2023 school year by donating nonperishable healthy snacks for their schools’ Food Pantry. Our donations will be used by the foodinsecure students during the school day. Watch for more details in our August 2022 newsletter.

Brandywine Food Pantry
Local Mission - May 2022
What an overwhelming response in May 2022 for the Brandywine Food Pantry! We collected a
phenomenal total of 18 boxes (6 boxes filled by our LUCC members and 12 boxes from our
Cookies for a Cause event at Radcliffe’s Great Valu Market on Saturday, May 21, 2022) filled with
non-perishable food, personal care items, household items, and cleaning supplies for our local food
pantry. We also collected a total of $620.00 in monetary offerings for the food pantry. Thank you,
thank you, thank you to everyone who very generously supported our food drive for the
benefit of the Brandywine Food Pantry back in May 2022! I know our donations were greatly
appreciated by the volunteers at the food pantry and will be utilized by the in need residents of the
Brandywine Heights community.

Acting on Jesus’ Teachings
Bethany Children’s Home
Local Mission - July 2022

Have you ever heard of Bethany Children’s Home, which was established in
1863, in Womelsdorf, PA? (Womelsdorf is located 14 miles west of the city
of Reading. It is very close to Lebanon County.) Bethany Children’s Home’s
vision is of a community where all youth and staff are safe in their environment and feel safe within
themselves. To bring this vision into reality, they provide the resources needed to help children and
families to work through their losses, enabling them to have a brighter future.
Our July 2022 local mission, which will run from Sunday, July 10 thru Sunday, July 31st, is to provide
a variety of items that are on the Bethany Children’s Home Wish List. Their Wish List consists of
items that are always in high demand and of which they use a lot each year. We will be collecting
and purchasing specific items that have been requested by the youth and staff at Bethany Children’s
Home. The following items are on Bethany Children’s Home’s Wish List:
Clothing - (Please note: Due to the health risk of coronavirus (COVID - 19), Bethany Children’s
Home is not able to accept used clothing at this time.) T-shirts - Men’s - White; Athletic shorts - Men’s small, medium, large, and XL; Bath robes - Young
Women and Men’s; Pajamas - Young Women and Men’s - small, medium, large, and XL; Sports bras
- medium, large, and XL; Women’s underwear - small, medium, large, and XL; Men’s underwear
(boxers) - small, medium, and large; Athletic socks - young women and men’s - white and black;
Personal care items - Hairbrushes; Loofahs
Bedding - Mattress covers - zippered and waterproof - twin size beds
Travel gear - Backpacks (large) for teens; Rolling luggage; Duffle bags - large
Electronics - Earbuds; Phone chargers for all types of phones
Gift cards - Lowe’s; Home Depot; Michaels; Walmart; Target; Kohl's, Giant, Redner’s, Boyer’s Food
Markets, Turkey Hill, Domino’s Pizza; McDonald’s; local greenhouses (near Womelsdorf)
Please deposit items (no used clothing, please) on Bethany Children’s Home’s Wish List in the
appropriately marked boxes on the round table behind the piano in the front right corner of the
sanctuary. Please consider purchasing an item or two on Bethany Children’s Home’s Wish List
and/or making a mission offering to help LUCC purchase more expensive items on their wish list.
Please contact Jill Shade, LUCC’s “Acting” Lead, (jill.shade@longswampucc.o rg; 484-894-0636) if
you have any questions about LUCC’s mission for July 2022. Also, contact Jill if you’re interested in
checking out their Amazon Wish List.
Thank you in advance for your support of the youth of Bethany Children’s Home!
(Parts of this article were taken from https://betLhanyhome.org/.)

Family & Community Updates
July Birthdays
July 1 - Andrew Steventon
July 2 - Ramona Romanik
July 3 - Kaitlyn Gross, Mackenzie Gross, Nancy Weymouth
July 6 - Barry Eck
July 10 - Anthony George
July 12 - Sheila Fox, Susan Kutz
July 15 - Don Siegfried
July 17 - Paul Stoudt
July 20 - Tina Cirafesi, Matthew Reed, Andrew Toth
July 21 - Carol Ivey
July 22 - Vern Shade

JULY Anniversaries
07/07/2007 Lily Chen & Frederick Dankel

07/24/1965 Geraldine & Paul Stoudt

If you are a member of the church and would like your birthday and/or anniversary listed in upcoming
newsletters or if there is a correction, please contact the church office at 610-682-6230.

Please contact the church office if you or someone you know is in
need of immediate prayer. Thank you.

Church Family Prayer Needs:
Beverly Long, Harold Dankel, Judy Sechler, Barbara Eck, Wilma “Skip” Lease,
Family of Patricia Dierolf

Serving Our Country:
Zachary Rachor, Alexander Jenkins

Church Friends Prayer Needs:
Robert Freudig, Uvalde children, teachers & families, Carl Uehlinger & Family

In Sympathy…
Patricia A. (Conrad) Dierolf, 79, of Alburtis, died Thursday, June 16, 2022, in Saint Luke's
Hospital, Allentown. She was the loving wife of Robert C. Dierolf. Patricia was a member who
formerly participated with the Ladies Aide Society. She is survived by her three children: daughter,
Robin F. (Dierolf) Drobot, son, Scott R., husband of Pamela J. (Weller) Dierolf, and daughter,
Nicole L. (Dierolf), wife of Robert C. Wessner, III and families. A funeral service was held on June
21, 2022, in our church with The Reverend Kimberly K. Berenotto and The Reverend David
Newhart, officiating. Interment in Longswamp Union Cemetery.

Family & Community Updates
LUCC recently received
this “thank you” letter
from the Rev. Dr. John
Dorhauer, the General
Minister and President of
the United Church of
Christ. It acknowledges
LUCC’s generous
donation of $1,000.00 to
support disaster relief in
Ukraine. A second
donation of $150.00 was
sent by LUCC to the
national UCC for disaster
relief in Ukraine.

Family & Community Updates
Vacation
Bible
School
We are participating this year in the community
Vacation Bible School program held at the pavilion at Topton Community Park
on July 17th-21st, 2022, from 6pm-8:15pm.
Longswamp UCC is providing the picnic dinner on
Thurs. July 21st.
We need volunteers to help on July 21st.
Please see Pastor Kim.
For more information or to register:
https://www.redeemertopton.org/vbs-2022

Chew on This Lunch & Discussion
July 14, 2022 from Noon-1:30pm
Christ Mertz Lutheran Church, Dryville
(16 Fleetwood Road, Fleetwood PA)
According to Interpol, the International Criminal Police Organization, “Cybercrime is a fast-growing
area of crime. More and more criminals are exploiting the speed, convenience and anonymity of
the Internet to commit a diverse range of criminal activities that know no borders, either physical
or virtual."

The Brandywine/Topton area churches want to give our seniors tools to stay informed and aware.
"Chew On This - Lunch and Discussion" will tackle the ongoing issue of cyber fraud, scams, and
prevention. David Shallcross, Director of Senior Protection Unit, Office of Public Engagement, PA
Office of Attorney General, along with Rep. Ryan Mackenzie, will present a presentation that will
help identify the most common types of scams, offer tips on how to avoid becoming a victim of
fraud, provide information on how to identify the mechanics of what makes a scam work against
you, and dispense tips on where and when to report attempts of fraud and scams. Lunch is free
although a freewill offering will be available to help defray the cost of the meal.
Please make a reservation by calling 610-682-7664 or emailing to christ@christmertz.org.

Family & Community Updates
DON’T LET YOUR OFFERINGS
TAKE A HOLIDAY
Ahhh, summer! A time to relax and grab much needed
R & R. Vacations and weekend getaways may keep you
away from church, but our congregation is still bustling
with activity. The bills never take a summer holiday.
It’s enormously helpful to the congregation’s balance
sheet if your gifts, tithes and offerings continue to come
in regularly, even if you are away.
Here are some ideas for staying current:
Pay in advance: Plan ahead by offering more in the
weeks in advance of your time away from church.
Make it up: When you return, give a little more in the
weeks that follow.

Greeters Needed
If you are interested in volunteering
as a greeter on a Sunday, please sign
up on the bulletin board where the
altar flower and bulletin sign-ups are
located. It is an easy but wonderful
way to serve our welcoming church!

Use your envelopes: Here’s a tip that’s good not only for
summer, but year-round: If you use giving envelopes and
checks, simply prepare them weeks in advance and
bring them to church when convenient.
Use banking bill pay: Most online banking services will
write and send checks for you. Just plug in the church
address, the amount of the gift and how often you want it
sent. Viola! You’re done!
Give monthly or quarterly: Sometimes it’s hard to
anticipate how many Sundays you’ll be away from
church. Planning your gift, tithe or offering for monthly or
quarterly can keep you current.
Of course, these methods are beneficial not only for the
summer months, but also for the whole year through.
Those who embrace giving as a spiritual discipline often
find that their lives of faith are enriched, and their sense
of joy and fulfillment is deepened. Choosing a regulargiving strategy can help you to discover the joys of
generosity.
--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted
by permission. Rev. Blezard serves as pastor of St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and as content
editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org.

LUCC Endowment
Fund Scholarship
Applications for Endowment
Scholarships may be picked up in the
office space called “The Hub” (Dawn
& Dwayne’s office) in a mailbox
marked “Scholarship Applications”.

They are located in a yellow folder or
by emailing Dawn to receive an
emailed copy.
Please include all pertinent
information with your scholarship
application.
Applications are due no later than
September 1, 2022.

Church Business
May 2022 Financial Information
Income and Expenses

Notes from the Treasurer...

Member giving

$

5,923.33

Other income

$

4,228.75

Total income

$ 10,152.08

Expenses

$ (11,567.99)

Net income (loss)

$

Building Fund Expenses

$ 10,796.00

1,415.91

Account Balances (as of 5/31/2022)
General Fund Checking

$ 93,561.39

Contingency Fund Checking

$

Memorial Fund Checking

$ 14,870.52

Building Fund

$ 7,790.41

Building Fund Checking

$ 35,415.20

3,021.51

Included in member giving for missions are
$90 for Our Church’s Wider Mission, $450 for
the Ukrainian family, $268 for Ukrainian Relief,
$80 for the Opportunity House confirmation
project and $620 for the Brandywine Food
Pantry. Also included in member giving is
$48.33 from Radcliffe’s receipts. Included in
Other Income are the Learning Center facility
use payment of $2,245 and $1,983.75 for the
cell tower lease. Included in Building Fund
expenses are $975 for boiler repairs, $3,667.23
for reimbursement to the Boy Scouts for new
flooring in the scout cabin, $750 for cleaning
services, $673 for water testing and equipment
maintenance, $765 for the heating oil budget
payment, $625 for mowing and trimming,
$408.92 for electric service, and $1,400 for
snow plowing and salting.

Church World Service Welcome Backpacks
National/Global Mission - June 2022
LUCC continues to act on our 2022 missions theme of
Reaching Out - Across the Street and Around the World. Our June 2022 national/global
mission of providing Welcome Backpacks for Church World Service is progressing very nicely. Our
donations of Welcome Backpacks will be distributed to refugees and immigrant families who have
fled their countries with very few personal possessions. Each backpack contains a variety of items
such as: healthy snacks, a reusable water bottle, personal care items, stationery supplies, and a
blanket. We are so proud that our members and friends donated various items and/or gave mission
offerings totaling $376.00 (as of June 21st). We will use the monetary contributions to purchase
more items so we can fill a few more Welcome Backpacks. We’ll definitely surpass our goal of
preparing 5 Welcome Backpacks. As of the writing of this article, we hope to be able to provide at
least 3 or 4 extra Welcome Backpacks. Watch the August 2022 newsletter for a final report of our
June 2022 mission!
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