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4th Sunday After Epiphany

*Indicates to rise as you are able in body and spirit.

MUSIC PREPARES US FOR WORSHIP

“Allelu” Repp
“Amazing Grace” Early American Tune
“The Bible Tell Me So” Evans

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: Called to be light;

People: We would carry God's hope into the shadows of the world.

Leader: Called to be salt;

People: We would enhance the lives of those around us with justice and joy.
Leader: Called to live in ways that seek God’s kingdom;

People: We would open our arms to welcome all as siblings in Christ.

Leader: Called to worship;

People: We would gather together in prayer and praise that transforms ourselves
and others. Amen.

*HYMN Faith Of Our Fathers #692
CALL TO CONFESSION

CONFESSION

All: Merciful God, you call us to be the salt of the earth. We confess that too often
our witness is bland or weak. Forgive us when we fail to enhance your ways of
righteousness and justice on this earth. Generous God, you call us to be the light
of the world. We confess instead of shining that light of goodness and mercy, we

condone or do what is wrong in your sight. Forgive us when we fail to reflect
your light to those lost in the darkness. Lord, hear our prayers, transform our
hearts, and change our ways. Amen.

MOMENT OF SILENCE

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: God will show us the way; for God is merciful and righteous!
People: God fills us with hope! Thanks be to God; we are forgiven. Amen.

*PASSING THE PEACE

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. People: And also with you.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

All children are welcome to come forward for the Children’s Message. Afterwards, kids of all
ages can follow our Children’s Church leaders to our Sunday School program in the Education
Building for stories, games, crafts, and more. We also welcome families to remain in worship if
that is what works best for you!

HYMN We Are Called To Be God’s People #710

RESPONSIVE READING (BASED ON PSALM 112)

Leader: Blessed are the upright; those who find great delight in God’s commands.
People: Their children will be mighty; their generation will be blessed.

Leader: Abundance is in their houses, their righteousness endures forever.

People: Even in darkness light dawns for the upright; for those who are gracious
and compassionate.

Leader: Good will come to those who are generous; and conduct their affairs with
justice.

People: Surely the righteous will never be shaken and remembered forever.
Leader: The upright have steadfast hearts and they trust the Lord.

People: Their hearts are secure; they have no fear of what’s to come.

Leader: They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor, their righteousness endures
forever.

People: God will lift high in honor those who are upright, compassionate,
generous, and gracious. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 5:13-20

SPECIAL MUSIC "How Beautiful"

Glenn Fisher, flute

Twila Paris, arr. Joel Raney

SERMON “Salt & i Pastor Kim



mailto:secretary@longswampucc.org
http://www.longswampucc.org/

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever, Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING
OFFERING & MISSION MOMENT

*DOXOLOGY #809
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above, you heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*OFFERING PRAYER OF DEDICATION

All: llluminating God, we dedicate these gifts to you. May our giving bring light to
the dark places in our world. May our lives contribute to the well-being of those
around us. May our offering inspire us to transform our community. We pray in
the name of our teacher and guide, Jesus Christ. Amen.

*HYMN Pass It On #739
*BENEDICTION
CLOSING MUSIC ‘Blessed Assurance” Crosby and Knapp

Call to Worship adapted from this week’s Lectionary Liturgies by Thom. M Shum. Confession by Rev.
lona MacLean; from Re:Worship.
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Matthew 5:13



WELCOME TO LONGSWAMP UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST!
This is our Weekly Beacon- February 15-7t, 2026

Thanks for joining us this morning after not seeing each other for three whole weeks!
Hopefully everyone has been staying warm in this crazy winter! Today is just a regular worship
but it sure feels great to be back in our beautiful church. Thank you to Glenn Fisher for playing
the flute for us this morning!

Next week is our rescheduled New Year’s Wish and also our Scout Sunday! We’ll be joined by
Mike & Linda Hertzog, who will be playing traditional bluegrass and PA Dutch music. Boy Scout
Troop #575 and Girl Scout Troop #11098, who call Longswamp UCC home, and the Girl Scout
Troop and Cub Scout pack from Mertztown and Topton will be joining us for the service next
week, as well. After the service, we will have fellowship in the Education building sponsored by
the Scouts.

Sharing Our Faith
In the case of bad weather, we will always post closures to a few different places. Any
changes to worship will be listed on WFMZ online and on the notifications on the bottom of
the TV screen, emails will be sent from the church, and we will also post it to our Facebook

page.

If you had signed up for the Folk Art Workshop that was scheduled for 1/25 but was
cancelled due to the snow, more information is coming soon! We are hoping to reschedule to
a warmer and less snowy date in the spring and will also hopefully have some more options
available, too. More info will be announced as soon as we hear from Board & Brush!

Have you been attending church at Longswamp UCC and are interested in becoming a
member? We are hoping to welcome New Members on Sunday February 15th! This will end
the season of Epiphany with a celebration of those joining our community before we head into
the season of Lent.

Our Ash Wednesday service will be held on Wednesday, February 18™ at 7pm. We will once
again have a joint service with St. Peter’s & Christ DeLong UCC, which will be held here at
LUCC. On Sundays in Lent, our program will be “Unexpected Encounters,” where we hear
about surprising ways that Jesus meets and interacts with his people through his ministry.
Additionally, we will have our Lent Bible Study, “Encountering God For Ourselves,” on
Wednesdays starting February 25t and running until March 25™. We have two times available
again—10:30am in the sanctuary or 7pm in Fegely Hall. We hope to see you there! Anyone is
welcome to join us!

Teaching What We Believe
Our Sunday School program, Children’s Church, runs weekly during the church service. After
the Children’s Message, kids are welcome to follow their teachers to the Preschool Room for a

Bible lesson, crafts, games, and more. Children are also welcome to stay in worship with their
families if that’s what you prefer! Our Prayground is available in the front left of the sanctuary
for kids to wiggle around and play in.

Acting on Jesus’ Teachings
Let’s do God’s work in today’s world! We’re extending our January 2026 mission for the benefit
of the Backpack Buddies Program at Brandywine Heights Elementary School until Saturday,
February 7, 2026 due to the inclement weather the past two Sundays and not having our
worship services. We need everyone’s help in providing specific non-perishable food items so
the food-insecure children at BHES have nutritious meals and snacks over the weekends. Please
follow the specifics for each item on the list on page 6 of LUCC's January 2026 newsletter and
make sure that the expiration dates on your donations are still valid. Please put your donations
in the boxes on the table behind the piano. Mission offerings are also greatly appreciated. Please
contact Jill Shade (484-894-0636; jill.shade@longswampucc.org) if you have any questions.
Thank you for your continued support of the young food-insecure students in BHASD!

Our February internal mission will be “SNOW-mergency!” This internal mission is to help
offset the maintenance costs of all the snow we’ve gotten this year and also to replenish the
weekly offering. Since we’ve had multiple cancellations of worship, we lose that normal weekly
income, which is how the church runs. In a similar fashion to the Christmas List, we have tags
for different items such as snow plowing and salting to help offset these costs as well as
random amounts to “fill our plate” (the church offering plate) on the board in the Narthex. If
you have any questions, please let Maggie or Pastor Kim know!

Longswamp UCC Business
We are always in need of volunteers to greet and hand out bulletins prior to the service and
also sponsors for the altar flowers! If you’re interested in either of these, please sign up on
the sign-up sheets on the narthex bulletin board!

The sign up sheet for 2025 giving statements is out on the table in the narthex. Please sign
up ASAP or email Maggie to request that a statement will be sent. These will be ready by
next week.
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