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Rev. Kimberly Berenotto

-

As anxious as | was about having to reschedule “A Longswamp Carol” because of snow earlier
in December, | think it does allow us the opportunity to continue the Christmas celebration for all
12 Days of Christmas! We are often eager to be done with the holiday hustle and bustle. But
Christmas is meant for us to hunker down for almost 2 weeks to fully embrace the miracle of
Christ’s birth and the joy and love we T :
experience when we open our hearts to > -

Christ’s light.

Christmas extends through January 5th,
and having our Annual Christmas Musical
on Sunday January 4th feels like an excellent
way to end the holiday season!

After Christmas we move into the
season of Epiphany — which begins on
January 6th with the arrival of the 3 Magi to come 1o yl()ul‘ light;

the manger ’Fo v?sit Jesus. We have pushed | : 1(3 brightness

this celebration in our church to Sunday : ; o » ! y
- . dawn. .

January 11th. _ . Isaiah 60:1-2

Some of you might think January 11th is a little late to continue the Christmas narrative — but
many scholars and theologians suggest the Magi didn’t arrive to visit Jesus until almost 2 YEARS
after his birth! This is indicated right in the Gospel of Matthew 2:1-18 in a few ways.

(1) King Herod orders for baby boys 2 years old and younger to be killed out of fear of a new King
being born that could grow to rise against him.

(2) It is mentioned that the Magi visit Jesus in a house; indicating Jesus and his family have now
moved out of the stable and somewhere more permanent.

(3) If the star rose the night of Jesus’ birth; it would have taken the Magi a significant amount of
time to travel from the Far East to Bethlehem.

Additionally, the liturgical season of Epiphany only BEGINS on January 6th. It actually
continues until Ash Wednesday (February 18th in 2026)!

The Season of Epiphany is meant to focus on revelation. The birth of Jesus was revealed to
the Magi through astrological signs in a star. And Jesus reveals himself to the world through the
season of Epiphany with his baptism, his miracles, and his deep connection to God. Epiphany is
also a season meant for us to remember that Jesus is the light of the world revealed to ALL
people! The Magi were from a foreign land and weren’t Jewish; yet Jesus’ birth was told to them
through the stars, in a way they would most fully understand.

So, | hope you continue to celebrate Christmas with us into the New Year on January 4th. And
then enter the season of Epiphany with us on January 11th...curious and open to what God may
be revealing to youl!




Sharing Our Faith

Jaruany, 2026 Worship Schedule

Services Sundays at 10:15 am
On-site and live stream worship service ("Longswamp UCC"

Facebook page). Afterward, service is uploaded to our
"Longswamp United Church of Christ" YouTube Channel.

-January 4- Rescheduled Christmas Play, “A Longswamp
Carol.” Luncheon in Fegely Hall following the Play.
-January 11- Epiphany Sunday & New Year’s Star Words
-January 18- Holy Communion & Baptism of Christ
-January 25- New Year’s Wish, Fellowship following the
service, Board & Brush Folk Art workshop
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Greeters
Jan 4- Shirley Solt
Jan 11- Vern Shade
Jan 18- Will Miller
Jan 25- Sue & Al Lishman

Head Ushers
Jan 4-Shirley Solt
Jan 11- Vern Shade
Jan 18- Will Miller
Jan 25- Justin Smith

Readers
Jan 4- none- Christmas Play!
Jan 11- Chris Freudig
Jan 18- Mary Velez-Samuelson
Jan 25- Hope Deiaco
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Celebrate PA Dutch Heritage
at Longswamp United Church of Christ

Sunday January RER 2026

Y 3% 3t 3e0E 0 3 360
PA Dutch New Year’s Wish »™

We kick off the day at 10:15 am in the“\=

Sanctuary for worship, featuring music

%<\ from Mike & Linda Hertzog; including the
27 traditional PA Dutch New Year's Wish.

Fellowshlp Time Featuring PA Dutch Treats

After worship (around 11:15 am) we will gather in the + *
Preschool Room for a time of Fellowship and Food -* i
including some favorite Pennsylvania Dutch goodles *°*

Folk Art Tray Class by Board & Brush

From 1Ipm to 3pm Board and Brush will be hosting a folk
art workshop in Fegely Hall to make and paint wooden
trays. There will be 2 PA Dutch inspired design options to
choose between (and you pick the colors); plus a kid's
workshop option as well. More info and registration is
available on their website. Registration and $45 payment
is required for the folk art workshop; please contact the
church office with questions or if you have trouble
registering at https;// boardandbrush.com/alIentown
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Over the last 275+ years this congregation has seen MANY changes and, if you’ve been
following any of the United Church of Christ denominational and conference-level news,
another change has occurred with the New Year.

Longswamp UCC was once part of the regional body called the Penn Northeast
Conference. In less-churchy terms, this was essentially like our school district. The Penn
Northeast Conference linked us together with UCC churches in our area, helped keep us

connected to the denomination, and provided oversight for Pastor Kim’s standing and =y

continuing education. i t
All of the conferences in Pennsylvania have merged to form the Keystone ’

Conference, essentially “redistricting” us to one larger body. So, we are now part of the B

Keystone Conference, who’s primary role is to interface between the local church and Keystone
denomination. The Mountain Valley Association has been formed to keep us linked up CONFERENCE
with the churches that were formerly the Penn Northeast Conference, and to do more ~ U¥!'rpcnuren or cirist
local work and maintain pastors’ needs.

As with all United Church of Christ congregations, these regional and national bodies
exist to support us. We covenant with them to do Christ’s work, while still maintaining A
congregational autonomy to do what we feel is best for our little church here in
Mertztown! Mountain Valley

. . . ey . Association

Hopefully the graphic on the right might help if this seems confusing!
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“Doing God s Work in Today’s World ”

January-December 2026 (1st Sunday of each month) - Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM)
What is OCWM? Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) is who we are:
e |tis how we are the Church-the United Church of Christ, a unique CHURCH'S
expression of God’s Mission in the world. 0
e |tis what we do together as a family of faith.
e |tis each local church contributing to support God’s mission locally, nationally and globally
e [tis our witness to the Still Speaking God who in Jesus Christ called us to minister and witness
as one.

e [tis made possible by local church giving.
Adapted from: http://ilucc.org/what-is-ocwm

2026 Ongoing Mission for. The Brandywsine Food Pantwy

Please consider helping the food-insecure residents of the Brandywine
Heights Area School District by dropping off your donations of non-
perishable food items, personal care items, household items, cleaning
supplies, paper products, etc. before or after our worship services on
Sunday mornings, or during the week from 6:30 AM - 5:30 PM. Please put
your donations in the appropriately marked tote box in the bell room. Thank
you very much for your continued support of the Brandywine Food Pantry.



http://ilucc.org/what-is-ocwm/

Backpack Buddies Prograum Brandyuine Heights Elementary School
January 2026 Local Mission

Many of us are looking forward to having a prosperous year

@
in 2026! However, there are many children in our local B" 'DI Es

community who are suffering from food insecurity. They really
need LUCC’s help! Our January 2026 local mission will be the

Backpack Buddies Program at the Brandywine Heights Elementary School (BHES). This very
worthwhile mission will run from Sunday, January 11, 2026 through Saturday, January 31,
2026. The Backpack Buddies Program at BHES has been extremely important over the past
few years because they use donations of specific individual non-perishable food items to fill
backpacks for the food-insecure children to take home over the weekend. Many local
churches and civic organizations contribute specific individually packaged food items and
gift cards for Giant and Weis Markets to help the food-insecure children and their families
because hunger doesn’t end on Friday.

We need your help in collecting the following individually packaged food items. Please
follow the description next to each item. Also, please make sure that the expiration dates on
your donations are still valid.

e Cereal- individual cups or boxes, any variety

e Muffins- individually wrapped, any variety

e Meals (Cheese Ravioli, Lasagnha, Spaghetti & Meatballs)- 7.5 0z. microwavable cups
e Chicken and rice- 1.97 oz. microwavable cups

e Macaroni and Cheese- 2 oz. individual microwavable cups

e Soup-individual microwavable cups, any variety

e Cup of Noodles- beef or chicken, microwavable cups, any brand

e Vegetables- individual vegetable microwavable cups, any variety

e Fruit- individual fruit cups, any variety

e Fruit Squeeze (fruit on the go)- any brand, any variety

e Cracker sandwiches- individual packs, 6 cracker sandwiches per pack, any variety
e Goldfish Crackers-1 0z - 1.5 oz individual packs

e Granola bars (chewy)- individually wrapped, any variety

e Jif To Go- individual cups of peanut butter, box of 8 cups

e Popcorn- microwavable packs or pre-popped bags, individual servings

e Juice boxes- 100% juice, any variety

e Non-refrigerated milk - like juice boxes, 6.75 0z.

e Gift cards- Weis Markets or Giant

Please contact Jill Shade, LUCC’s “Acting” Ministry Lead” (484-894-0636;
jill.shade@longswampucc.org) if you have any questions/concerns about our January 2026
mission for the benefit of the Backpack Buddies Program at Brandywine Heights Elementary
School.



Teaching What We Believe

B LLC NewdS

The holidays at LLC have come and gone! Friday,
December 19", was our Holiday program in the sanctuary.
The infants paraded around, the Young Toddlers sang to
“Jingle Bells,” and the Preschoolers sang and danced to
many different songs. The Older Toddlers had their own
small sing-along in their room for their parents only. The
teachers felt like they would do a little bit better performing
in front of people if the crowd was smaller and we were
happy to accommodate. Afterwards, the students went to
their rooms to decorate cookies, gingerbread people, or gingerbread houses with their
families. We even had a visit from Santa and many of the kids got to take pictures with
him. Unfortunately, the Flu has been going around and some of the children weren’t
able to perform that day. We are hoping for a healthy, happy start to the new year!




In memony...

Joyce Isamoyer
February 26, 1939-December 13, 2025

Our sympathies go out to the family & Friends of
Joyce Isamoyer, who passed away on December
13, surrounded by Family. Joyce was a longtime
member of Longswamp UCC and loved to spend
time with family. She will be remembered for her
warm heart and nurturing spirit that touched the
lives of all who knew her. Joyce loved crafting,
traveling, camping, and spending time with her
family. Joyce is survived by daughter, Dawn
Weller, son in law, Craig Weller, and grandson
Keegan Weller.

January Birthdays

January 5- Cindy Conrad, Sadie Moser
January 6- Mary Mabry
January 9- Chris Freudig
January 11- Ren Jenkins
January 12- Sue McElrea
January 15- Elizabeth Moser
January 17- Faith Andrews
January 19- Melody Herr-Bruen
January 22- George Unger
January 26- Maggie Isamoyer
January 28- Dennis Bower

January 30- Dolores Isamoyer, Easton Moser

Thank you for youn help!

Our LUCC congregation helped to make
the Christmas holidays merry and bright
for our eleven Senior Saints by delivering
a Christmas present to each one of them.
We would like to take this opportunity to
express our sincere gratitude to our
members who took time out of their busy
schedules to deliver the Christmas
presents to these special members. Each
reusable Christmas gift bag contained a
variety of items: a Christmas booklet, a
nativity ornament, a religious pen and
bookmark, various snacks, several
personal care items, and a Christmas card
from LUCC. We truly hope that our eleven
Senior Saints enjoyed their Christmas
present from our congregation.
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January Anniversaries
January 11, 1975- Cindy & Neil Conrad

Did we miss your birthday or
anniversary? Please contact the church

office if you don’t see it here! Please
inform us, also, if you want to be added
to our email list!

Prayers Needed

Church Family Prayer Needs: Barbara Eck, George Unger, Ramona
Romanik, Wilma Lease, Karen Friedly, Annabelle Weller, Doris Epting, Bob

Fritz, Fern Fritz.

Serving Our Country: Zachary Rachor, Alexander Jenkins, Adam

Hapenovich, Tyler Reed

Church Friends Prayer Needs: Jean, Family & Friends of Joyce Isamoyer



Church Business

Novewher 2025 Financials

Income and Expenses

Member Giving: $6,488.60
Other Income: $10,342.36
Total Giving: $16,830.93
Expenses: $13,007.98
Net Income (loss) $3,822.98
Memorial Fund Income: $0
Building Fund Expenses: 4,818.82

Account Balances as of 12/23/2025

General Fund Checking: $29,827.91
Contingency Fund Checking: $3,022.59
Memorial Fund Checking: $14,600.21
Building Fund: $2,990.22
Building Fund Checking: $387.68
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Message from the Treasurer

Is your information up to date? Please let
the Church office know if you’d like to be
added to the email list or if you’ve had a
change of address or phone number!

Church Staff

Pastor - Rev. Kimberly Berenotto

610-401-1847

Organist & Choir Director - Ann Mabry Miller ......ann@longswampucc.org

Office Administrator & Newsletter Editor - Maggie Isamoyer...secretary@longswampucc.org

LLC Director - Sharon Wetzel
LLC Office - 610-682-9750

sharon@longswamplearningcenter.com

Church Board President - Laurie Heagy

Maintenance Manager - Daniel Dolich




Longswamp UCC

Planting seeds of faith by
teaching, sharing and acting
on what we believe.

Our Newsletter

Longswamp UCC .

200 Clay Rd STAMP
Mertztown, PA 19539



