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*Indicates to rise as you are able in body and spirit.  

MUSIC PREPARES US FOR WORSHIP      

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: Here, in this place, God welcomes all the dreamers, as well as the doubters. 
People: Here, as we worship together, the worriers and wanderers can call on 
God by name. 
Leader: Here, in this time, we can remember all the ways God has graced us. 
People: Here, in these moments, we are reminded that God is with us, always.  
Leader: Here, gathered to grow and learn, are those daring enough to step out of 
comfort and into the unknown.  
People: Here, in this space of faithfulness, we will find the courage to cry out to 
God in every situation. Amen. 

*HYMN      Jesus Calls Us o’er the Tumult     #580 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

CONFESSION 

All: God, you call us to step out in faith, to place our lives in your hands, and to 
wholeheartedly commit to following you. We confess that we find this difficult to 
do. It is not always easy to follow where you lead; to turn away from our own 
personal wants and desires, to let go of our safety nets and trust that you will 
provide for us. Forgive us when we doubt, O God. Increase our faith. Open our 
eyes to see past our own interests and concerns, to your broader vision for us 
and for our world. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.  

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Leader: God, we praise you for your faithful love toward us each and every day. 
People: Thank you for forgiving us always, and bestowing us with grace upon 
grace. Amen.  

*PASSING THE PEACE   

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.      People: And also with you. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
All children are welcome to come forward for the Children’s Message. Afterwards, kids of all 
ages can follow our Children’s Church leaders to our Sunday School program in the Education 
Building for stories, games, crafts, and more.  We also welcome families to remain in worship if 
that is what works best for you!  

*HYMN     Give to the Wind Your Fears     #618 

RESPONSIVE READING (BASED ON PSALM 85:8-13) 

Leader: I will listen to what God says. 
People: For the Lord promises peace to his people. 
Leader: God will not let his faithful servants turn away. 
People: Surely, salvation is near to all who dwell with God. 
Leader: Love and faithfulness meet together. 
People; Righteousness and peace kiss each other.  
Leader: Faithfulness springs forth from the earth. 
People: Righteousness looks down from heaven.  
Leader: The Lord will indeed give what is good and our land will yield its harvest.  
People: Righteousness goes before God and prepares the way. Amen.  

SCRIPTURE READING        Matthew 14:22-33  

SERMON                 “Stay in the Boat”    Pastor Kim 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever, Amen. 

CALL TO OFFERING   

OFFERING & MISSION MOMENT  
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*DOXOLOGY          #809 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above, you heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*OFFERING PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
All: Gracious God, take our lives and our gifts. Use them to accomplish more 
than we could imagine, so that, through us, your kingdom might come and your 
will might be done. Give us courage to trust in your love and provision as we 
dedicate ourselves and our offerings to you. Amen.  

*HYMN       Dear Lord and Father of Mankind    #591 

BENEDICTION  

CLOSING MUSIC 

 



WELCOME TO LONGSWAMP UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST! 

This is our Weekly Beacon- August 9th-15th, 2026 

Thank you for joining us in worship today as we begin our final summer series - Disappointing 
Disciples! Each week in August we will dive into a story from the Gospel of Matthew where the 
disciples didn’t quite measure up to Jesus’ call. There is Sunday School/Children’s Church today 
- which will be a special lesson on Joshua before we head to Sight and Sound theater this 
coming Friday!  
Next Sunday, August 16th, we will continue this series and celebrate Holy Communion together 
during 10:15 am worship. It will also be a Family Sunday, so everyone stays in worship together 
and the Prayground will include extra activities.  

Sharing Our Faith 
The second session of our Joshua Bible Study will be this Wednesday at either 10:30am in 
the Sanctuary or 7pm in Fegely Hall. All are welcome even if you’re not going to Sight and 
Sound and even if you didn’t attend the first night.  

The Sight and Sound trip is THIS Friday!! If you are attending, please make sure to meet in the 
parking lot by 12:30pm. We will leave LUCC around 12:45 and attend the 3pm showing of 
Joshua. Maggie will have your tickets ready once you are on the bus/get to the theater. Please 
remember that there are no bags over 15x15 inches allowed in the theater and no outside 
food or drink allowed.   

Mark your calendars for these fun Sundays coming up: August 23rd will be our Backpack 
Blessing during the service, where kids can bring their backpacks to church and get them 
blessed and ready for a successful school year. September 13th will be our celebration of The 
Longswamp Learning Center’s 40th anniversary! We will have special music from some of the 
students of the Learning Center, some interactive hymns for the congregation, and other fun 
things to commemorate this occasion. After the service, join us on the Playground outside for 
fellowship! 

Also mark your calendars for this year’s Barn Dance at Savidge Farms! On September 26th 
from 5:30pm-9pm, join us for square dancing, raffles, food from Schaeffer’s Food Truck, a bake 
sale, kids games/crafts, and more! Tickets will be available starting next week so keep an eye 
out! 

Teaching What We Believe 
Children’s church runs today during worship. After the Children’s Message, kids are 
encouraged to follow the leaders to the Education building for the lesson, crafts, games, and 
more! Children are also welcome to stay in worship with their families if that’s what you 
prefer. Kids are always welcome to take advantage of our Prayground in the front of the 
sanctuary and wiggle around there. 

Women of LUCC, mark your calendars for the next Faithful Field Trip on Wednesday, 
September 9th! We will be going to Columcille Megalith Park in Bangor, PA! There will be no 
Faithful Field Trip in August due to the Sight and Sound trip. 

Acting on Jesus’ Teachings 
It’s almost time for the 2026 - 2027 school year to begin! LUCC’s August 2026 mission for the 
benefit of the students of Brandywine Heights High School begins today and will continue 
until Monday, August 31, 2026. We will be collecting healthy snacks and school supplies for 
the students at BHHS. Mission offerings will be greatly appreciated and will be used to 
purchase additional healthy snacks and school supplies for the students at the high school. 
Please see the insert in today’s bulletin for more info on the items you can donate. Please 
contact Jill Shade (484-894-0636, jill.shade@longswampucc.org) if you have any questions or 
concerns about our August 2026 mission. Thank you in advance for your support of the 
students at Brandywine Heights High School! 

Longswamp UCC Business 
Scholarship applications are available in the church office! Please contact Maggie if you are 
attending an undergraduate program and are interested in applying. 

If you are interested in being a greeter, please sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex! 
We can always use greeters to welcome people during the service and to hand out bulletins. 
Additionally, if you’re interested in reading and are not currently on the rotation, please 
contact Maggie! 
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