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      August is the anniversary of our National Park System in America! On August 25, 1916,       

President Woodrow Wilson officially signed the act which created the National Park Service – a new 

federal bureau to protect and conserve national parks, lands, monuments, and wildlife for the        

enjoyment of future generations. Currently, the National Park System is made up of 400 areas 

across 84 million acres. However, the process of conserving and setting aside land for national 

parks started long before that with Yellowstone in 1872 – often considered the oldest national park in 

the world! I think the National Park System (and the State Park Systems) are one of the most        

remarkable things about our country. I’ve spent lots of time at French Creek and Nolde Forest – both 

excellent PA State Parks not too far from Longswamp. 

     I truly believe exploring nature is one of the best ways to get in touch with God, and tune         

ourselves into the rhythms of God’s creation. Whether that’s exploring a national or state park, sitting 

on the beach as the waves crash in, fishing at your favorite lake, or just enjoying the view in your 

own neighborhood or backyard. We will even be worshiping outside with the Brandywine community 

at Bower’s Park on Sunday, August 7th at 10:30 am. God created the earth for us to discover,       

celebrate, and care for – what better way to do that than worship out in God’s handiwork. 

     John Muir, naturalist, author, environmental philosopher, botanist, zoologist, and glaciologist, is 

considered one of the most important people in the creation of our National Park System. He wrote 

frequently about how the more he learned about our natural world, the closer he became to          

understanding God. Muir believed plants, animals, and the land came straight from God’s hand – so 

they were the best way to discover the divine. He 

wrote that God was consistently active in the     

creation of life, keeping the natural order of the 

world; so being in nature could reveal the mind of 

God to us. 

     So I encourage you, as summer winds down, to 

take time in God’s glorious creation, “For the Lord 

is a great God and a great King above all gods. In 

his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of 

the mountains are his also. The sea is his, for he 

made it, and the dry land, which his hands have 

formed.” Psalm 95:3-5  



Sharing our Faith  

August Worship 2022 
Services Sundays at 9:00am  

On-site and live stream worship service ("Longswamp UCC" Facebook page) starting at 9:00am.         

It will be uploaded after worship to our "Longswamp United Church of Christ" YouTube Channel. 

August Worship Schedule:  

August 7th - Community Worship in the Bowers Park at 10:30 am 

 

Join us for a community worship 

service with the churches of the 

Brandywine Area Ministerium. 

We will worship in the pavilion at 

10:30am: Pastor Kim preaches 

and we will all commune          

together!   The service will be  

followed by a picnic lunch. There 

will be NO WORSHIP at       

Longswamp UCC this Sunday - 

so join us at the park!  

 

 

August 14th through August 28th - Summer Mini-Series: Jesus and the Sabbath 

 

Pastor Kim spends August 

preaching about the traditions   

of the Sabbath Day and how  

Jesus got into trouble when he 

healed and taught on the day    

of rest. Services will be regular 

9:00am worship and we will 

have communion on August 

21st.  



Leadership Updates 

Jesus loves the Little Children and 
so do We!! 

 
Children are welcome at worship - the noises of kids in 

worship are celebrated at  Longswamp UCC. However, if 

you need a moment outside the sanctuary you are invited 

to take your kids to the Nursery.  Head through the Bell 

Room, into our Office/Daycare Building, past the     

restrooms, and down the hall toward the door that 

says NURSERY.  There you’ll find rocking chairs, 

changing stations, toys, and room for your little one to     

wiggle. Additionally, the service is live-streamed into 

the Nursery so you can continue to worship with us!  

Phone Numbers and Addresses 

Has your phone number or address changed?  No longer have a landline phone 

in your home?  Please help keep our membership information up-to-date by   

letting us know when changes are made to phone numbers,  

addresses, etc.  Address changes cost a minimum of 67 cents to $3 depending on 

the type of item that is returned.  Thank you. 

 

Your Church Needs YOU! 
Serve your church! We can always use volunteers to greet 

on Sundays, to read in worship, to usher, or to learn one of the 

many behind the scenes tasks that keeps Longswamp UCC  

going each week. Speak with Pastor Kim if you’d like to be 

more involved! 

Scholarship Money Available 

Applications for Endowment Fund Scholarships can be requested by 

emailing Dawn at secretary@longswampucc.org. Applications are due  

no later than September 1, 2022. 



Teaching What We Believe  

Longswamp Learning Center News… 
Are you or someone you know looking for quality care and education for your 

children (infants - 5th grade)?  Please contact Sharon Wetzel, the LLC Director, 

via email (sharon@longswamplearningcenter.com) or by calling the LLC office 

at 610-682-9750 to get more information about enrolling your child(ren) for the current school year. 

 

Summer Fun! 
 

All of the classrooms are busy with fun summer activities!   
 

The young toddler classroom learned about patriotic colors in the beginning of July.  They enjoyed 

playing with their red, white, and blue sensory bags and painted beautiful patriotic pictures on       

canvas!  The toddlers had so much fun during their first water play!  They splashed around in the   

water table, playing with sponges, toy frogs, and scoops!  
 

The older toddler classroom participated in lots of fun activities about ice cream!  They got their feet 

painted brown and stamped them on paper to make the ice cream cone and then painted scoops of 

ice cream!  They played with an ice cream shop, scooping pretend ice cream and adding toppings!  

The week ended with a special ice cream treat!   

The older toddlers also pretended to go camping!  They had fun with lots of dramatic play activities 

such as going in a tent, playing with a toy grill, and pretending to roast marshmallows over a fire!  

They also used their fine motor skills to squirt ketchup (red paint) onto a paper hot dog!   
 

Preschool started off July by celebrating Independence Day.  They talked about all things red, white, 

and blue.  The children used star cookie cutters and red, white, and blue paint to make beautiful    

patriotic pictures. They also painted pictures of the American flag!  The children had a pretend picnic 

by “grilling” lots of yummy foods on the toy grill and setting up a pretend lemonade stand!   

Preschool also enjoyed a camping week!  They pretended to roast marshmallows over a fire, had fun 

playing in a tent, and made animal footprint pictures by dipping the feet of toy animals into paint and 

then stomping them onto paper. Some fun art activities the children did were painting using marsh-

mallows as stampers and painting a campfire picture.  The preschool teachers were very creative and 

made boats from large pieces of cardboard and the children loved going into the “boats” and         

pretending to row and fish!  They enjoyed eating s'mores as a special snack!   
 

The School-Age children started off by celebrating the 4th of July with a Glow in the Dark Day!   

Week 5 of SAC Summer Camp was all about the Titanic!  They worked on building their own Titanic, 

making port holes with each child’s picture. Then the children made tickets and pretended to board 

the ship!  Some of the older children did a research project on the real people who were on the       

Titanic.  They watched videos to learn all about the timeline of the Titanic.   

School-Age enjoyed a fun Park Day at Kutztown Park!  They even played a game of wiffle ball on the 

baseball field.   
 

The children of Longswamp Learning Center are looking forward to many more fun summer days!   
 



LUCC’s “Acting” Ministry Theme for 2022 -  

 

Upcoming Missions in 2022 
   *** Please note:  LUCC’s monthly missions 

are subject to change. 
 

 

August 2022 - December 2022 (1st Sunday of each month) - Our Church’s Wider Mission  (OCWM) 

Basic Support -  Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) Basic Support provides funding from        

congregations for Conferences, and the national ministries of the United Church of Christ (Wider 

Church Ministries, Local Church Ministries, Justice and Witness Ministries, General Ministries, and 

Pension Boards.       (taken from https://www.uccresources.com/products/5-for-5-flyer) 

 
August 2022 - December 2022 - ongoing mission for the benefit of Brandywine Food Pantry - 

Please consider donating items (non-perishable food items, personal care items, household items, 

cleaning supplies, etc.) that the in-need people of our community can always use.  Your donations 

can be dropped off on Sunday mornings before or after the worship service or during the week from 

6:30 AM - 5:30 PM. Please put your donations in the appropriately marked wicker tote box in the bell 

room.    

 
September 2022 - National Mission - Neighbors in Need (NIN) offering - Neighbors in Need (NIN) 

is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and 

compassion throughout the United States.   (taken from https://www.uccresources.com/products/5-for

-5-flyer) 

 

 

Brandywine Food Pantry Update – July 6, 2022 

Eloise Long, representing Longswamp UCC, was added to the food pantry board. 

The pantry, which is housed at St. Peter’s UCC in Topton,  is open the first three Tuesdays of the 

month from 9-11:30 AM and the third Thursday from 9 AM -1 PM. All hours are by appointment.     

Volunteers stock the shelves and distribute the food to recipients.  

In June, 31 households with 76 individuals used the pantry. 

Deb Kline serves as administrator. Her job description was discussed and approved. Pastor Marty 

Milne, Christ Mertz Lutheran Church, is working on bylaws for the organization. 

The Food Pantry is always looking for volunteers – especially when a large donation (Boy Scout 

drive) is received. Contact Ellie or Jill if you are interested in volunteering.  

Acting on Jesus’ Teachings 

https://www.uccresources.com/products/5-for-5-flyer
https://www.uccresources.com/products/5-for-5-flyer
https://www.uccresources.com/products/5-for-5-flyer


Church World Service - Welcome Backpacks 

National/Global Mission - June 2022 
 

LUCC’s June 2022 national/global mission of providing Welcome Backpacks for Church World Service 

(CWS) certainly turned out to be very successful. Our donations of Welcome Backpacks will be       

distributed to refugees and immigrant families, who came to the United States for a better life. Each  

backpack contains a variety of items, such as: healthy snacks, a reusable water bottle, personal care 

items, stationery supplies, and a blanket.  We almost tripled our original goal of donating five         

Welcome Backpacks to CWS.  Three complete Welcome Backpacks were donated by several LUCC 

members. We are so proud that our members and friends donated various items and/or gave mission 

offerings totaling $551.00 (as of June 28th). We were able to purchase all the required items for seven 

more Welcome Backpacks and pay the processing fee using our mission offerings. A huge “Thank 

You” to our LUCC members who donated 3 complete Welcome Backpacks and Sarah Marburger for 

all her help in assembling 7 of the 10 Welcome Backpacks.                                                            

We are extremely excited to share the wonderful news that LUCC applied for and received a $250.00 

Matching Grant for CWS Kits through the national United Church of Christ.  We assembled 4 more 

Welcome Backpacks with the grant from the national UCC. Also, a big thank you to Dean and Diane 

Shoemaker for delivering our 14 Welcome Backpacks to the Brethren Service Center in New Windsor, 

MD.  It’s phenomenal that LUCC is donating a total of 14 Welcome Backpacks to Church World     

Service so that they can distribute them to refugees. 

Jill Shade, LUCC’s “Acting” Lead, received this email from Mr. Craig Hoffman, 

a Program Assistant in the Global H.O.P.E. office at the national UCC in 

Cleveland, Ohio on Monday, July 18. This email was also included in the 

‘This Week in PNEC”  e-newsletter on Thursday, July 21.  Way to go, LUCC! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS...Church World Service (CWS) Matching Grant  

The United Church of Christ is pleased to award Longswamp United Church of Christ in 

Mertztown, PA with a $250 matching grant for your fundraising efforts and commitment to    

assemble the following kits, to be distributed by Church World Service (CWS): 13 Welcome 

Backpacks. Backpacks give our newly arriving neighbors from around the world, who often  

arrive with few possessions, essentials like food, water, blankets, hygiene items and a warm welcome 

home. 

Congratulations on your church for being the first in the UCC to receive a matching grant for 

assembling Welcome Backpacks! Participation by Longswamp UCC in this important and    

tangible ministry program is very much appreciated.  

 

Craig Hoffman (he, him, his), Program Assistant 

Global H.O.P.E. – Humanitarian. Opportunities. Progress. Empowerment. 

Wider Church Ministries, United Church of Christ, National 

Acting on Jesus’ Teachings 



August 2022 Local Mission 

Food Pantry at Brandywine Heights Intermediate and Middle Schools 
 

LUCC’s August mission, benefiting the Food Pantry at Brandywine Heights Intermediate and Middle 

Schools. will run from Sunday, August 7 - Wednesday, August 31, 2022.  LUCC will be collecting 

grab-and-go food items and/or monetary offerings.  All donations will directly benefit food-

insecure students in grades 4-8.  The donated items will be delivered to and distributed in the 

school’s food pantry. Monetary donations will be used to purchase additional items, which will also 

be delivered to and distributed at the school. The school needs these grab-and-go items: 

 Fruit snacks; 

 Granola bars (Chewy brand is preferred); 

 Cracker sandwich packs (such as Ritz with cheese or peanut butter); and 

 Fruit cups (in lite syrup).  
 

Please put your donations in one of the appropriately marked boxes on the round table behind the 

piano in the front right corner of the sanctuary.  Thank you in advance for your support of the food-

insecure students at Brandywine Heights Intermediate and Middle Schools. 

Acting on Jesus’ Teachings 

LET’S HELP OUR LOCAL STUDENTS!  

           Bethany Children’s Home 

            Local Mission - July 2022 
 

                                  Have you ever heard of Bethany Children’s Home, which was established in 1863,              

                              in Womelsdorf, PA?   (Womelsdorf is located 14 miles west of the city of Reading.    

(It is very close to Lebanon County).  Bethany Children’s Home’s vision is of a community where all 

youth and staff are safe in their environment and feel safe within themselves. To bring this vision into 

reality, they provide the resources needed to help children and families to work through their losses, 

enabling them to have a brighter future.    

Our July 2022 local mission, which began on Sunday, July 10 and will continue thru Sunday, July 31, 

is to provide a variety of items that are on the Bethany Children’s Home  Wish List.  Their Wish List 

consists of items that are always in high demand and of which they use a lot each year.  We were 

also given a list of big items that they requested.    



Family & Community Updates  

If you are a member of the church and would like 

your birthday and/or anniversary listed in upcoming 

newsletters or if there is a correction, please     

contact the church office at  610-682-6230. 

Please contact  the church office if you or someone you know is in need of immediate prayer.   

Thank you. 

                                         Church Family Prayer Needs: Beverly Long, Harold Dankel,                                                                                   

                                                          Judy Sechler, Barbara Eck, Wilma “Skip” Lease 
 

                                     Serving Our Country: Zachary Rachor, Alexander Jenkins  
 

                                    Church Friends Prayer Needs: Robert Freudig 

In Sympathy… 
 

Carl Uehlinger, 82, died peacefully on Monday, July 4, 2022, at Lehigh Valley Hospital –    

Cedar Crest. He was the loving husband of Margaret (Spence) Uehlinger for 59 wonderful years. 

Services were held on Friday, July 29 at Schmoyer Funeral Home, Breinigsville. Carl had many 

friends in our congregation. 

Mrs. Violet M. (Hixson) Schaeffer, 84, of Fleetwood, passed away on Thursday morning,   

July 21, 2022 at Keystone Villa at Ephrata. Her husband of 58 years, Dennis B. Schaeffer, passed 

away on April 17, 2017. Violet was a math educator from 1967 to 1999 at Brandywine Heights 

School District and had several of our members as students.  Among her survivors are her    

daughter, Jill R. (Schaeffer) Shade, wife of Vern H. Shade, and grandchildren, Katie and Matthew 

Shade. Funeral Services were held on Wednesday, July 27, 2022 at Walbert Funeral Home & 

Crematory, Fleetwood. Burial was in New Jerusalem Cemetery, Fleetwood.  

Please keep Carl & Violet’s Family in your thoughts and prayers. 

   

  AUGUST Birthdays                                        AUGUST Anniversaries                                          

 August 1 - Ruby Shoemaker                                             08/13/1978 Ann & Willard Miller  

 August 4 - Dorothy Weller                                                                         

 August 6 - Brenda Bower, Robert Fritz                 

 August 7 - Catherine Miller                                                 

 August 8 - Harold Dankel, Barbara Weaknecht       

 August 13 - Barbara Karom  

 August 16 - Bradley Desrosiers  

 August 19 - Nancy Boyer            

 August 23 - Fay DeLong  

 August 24 - Andrew Thomas  

 August 27 - Fern Fritz      

 August 29 - Cindy Snyder 

 August 30 - Eloise Long   



Family & Community Updates  

Thank you Notes… 

LUCC recently received this “thank you” letter from the Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer, the General  

Minister and President of the United Church of Christ.   It acknowledges LUCC’s generous donation 

of $150.00 to support disaster relief in Ukraine.      

 

Pastor Kim & Longswamp UCC, 

    Thank you all for the kind and thoughtful graduation gift.  It truly warms my heart that you all are 

still thinking of me after all these years.        Courtney Moyer 



Church Business 

 June 2022   Financial Information 

Income and Expenses 

Member giving  $    5,011.00 

Other income  $    5,099.75 

Total income  $  10,110.75 

Expenses  $ (13,796.86)  

Net income (loss)  $    3,686.11 

Building Fund Expenses  $    6,559.46 

Account Balances (as of 6/302022) 

General Fund Checking     $ 88,503.15 

Contingency Fund Checking $    3,021.58 

Memorial Fund Checking $  14,870.65 

Building Fund $   7,040.60 

Building Fund Checking  $   29,605.74 

 

Notes from the Treasurer... 
 

 

Included in member giving for missions are $110 

for Our Church’s Wider Mission, $551 for the 

Welcome Backpacks mission, and $510 for the 

Bethany Children’s Home. Also included in 

member giving is $148 from Radcliffe’s receipts. 

Included in Other Income are the Learning    

Center facility use payment of $2,245 and 

$1,983.75 for the cell tower lease. Included in 

Building Fund expenses are $750 for cleaning 

services, $520.06 for electric service, $4,796.75 

for the quarterly church insurance package    

premium, and $492.65 for equipment and 

supplies for campus maintenance. 

             Flower Beds 

 If you would like to volunteer for one week of weeding the flower beds,                                          

(and watering if needed), please use the sign-up sheet located where the                                                   

bulletins are or contact the church office.   

Thank you for helping to keep our campus beautiful! 

 Beds to be weeded: along the walkway and the front of the church 

 Please bring gardening tools, gloves, etc. 

  Average time spent weeding and watering per week – about an hour. 

 

ALL DATES OPEN 

August 1-6                  August 7-13         August 14-20        August 21-27        August 28-Sept. 3       

Sept. 4-10                   Sept. 11-17          Sept. 18-24          Sept. 25-Oct. 1 



Longswamp Church 

Planting seeds of faith by teaching,         

sharing and acting on what we believe.   
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