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                 Epiphany Celebration 

*Indicates to rise as you are able in body and spirit.  

MUSIC PREPARES US FOR WORSHIP  
“His Name Is Wonderful”           Mieir 
“He Touched Me”                   Gaither 
“Abiding Love”                       Roe 

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: O come, let us worship the Lord and consider what wondrous things God has 
done: 
People: The Magi who study the heavens follow a guiding star! 
Leader: O come, let us worship the Lord and consider what wondrous things God has 
done: 
People: The people who live in the shadows see a glorious light! 
Leader: O come, let us worship the Lord and consider what wondrous things God has 
done: 
People: The Christ who embodies the Word has been unveiled to us!  
Leader: O come, let us worship the Lord, for God has done wondrous things! 
People: Alleluia! Amen! 

*HYMN      We Three Kings of Orient Are     #185 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

CONFESSION  

All: Gracious and Merciful God, too often we allow our hearts to grow cold and 
dark to match the weather. We rather hide in the shadows than face our 
transgressions. In the cold, dim winter, God’s light can be hard to see. We long 

to hear God’s message to unburden our hearts. Call us toward repentance, 
Loving God, and shine Christ’s light upon us. Guide us in the rays of your love 
and light toward revelation and newness of life. Amen.  

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Leader: As certain as the dawn follows the night, so is the promise of God’s 
forgiveness and love for us all. Arise and shine! Follow the star! Find the light of the 
world born in Bethlehem! 
People: We are transformed from darkness into light! Amen! 

*PASSING THE PEACE   

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.      People: And also with you. 

CHOIR ANTHEM       “10,000 Reasons”   Redman & Myrin   

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
All children are welcome to come forward for the Children’s Message. Afterwards, kids of all 
ages can follow our Children’s Church leaders to our Sunday School program in the Education 
Building for stories, games, crafts, and more.  We also welcome families to remain in worship if 
that is what works best for you!  

HYMN    God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens    #54 

RESPONSIVE READING BASED ON PSALM 148:1-6, 13-14 

Leader: Praise the Lord from the heavens! 
People: Praise the Lord from the heights above! 
Leader: Praise God with all the angels; all the heavenly hosts.  
People: Praise God for the sun and moon. 
Leader: Praise God for all the shining stars  
People: Praise God in the highest heavens, in the water above the skies.  
Leader: Let all praise the name of the Lord! 
People: For all creation was made at God’s command.  
Leader: What God establishes lasts forever, and will never pass away.  
People: So praise the Lord’s exalted name. 
Leader: The splendor of the Lord is above earth and heaven. 
People: But God will keep his people close to his heart.  

SCRIPTURE READING            Matthew 2:1-12 

SERMON                    “Away from the Kings & Into the Stars”     Pastor Kim 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever, Amen. 

RECEIVING OUR STAR WORDS 

SPECIAL MUSIC       We Three Kings           John Henry Hopkins, Jr., arr. Gary Lanier 
Glenn Fisher, flute   

RESPONSE TO OUR STAR WORDS 

Leader: You were created to shine for all the world to see. To spread the good news of 
God’s light and love, God’s righteousness and justice. Follow your star that will guide 
you on the journey this week, this year, and forever. 
People: As the Magi of old, we go forth in trust and excitement; transformed in 
the presence of the child of light and blessed by God’s light that rests upon us 
always. Amen.   

CALL TO OFFERING  

OFFERING & MISSION MOMENT  

*DOXOLOGY          #809 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above, you heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*OFFERING PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
All: Generous God, may our lives be an offering to you and may our work be a 
gift to others. Just as the gifts that the magi brought, may our giving be pleasing 
to you and fit for the king of all creation. We look to you, our King of Kings, to 
guide us in generous ways our whole life long. In Jesus’ name, the babe born in 
Bethlehem, we pray, Amen 

*HYMN        As With Gladness Men of Old                    #181 

*BENEDICTION    

CLOSING MUSIC      “When You Pray”       Mieir 

Portions of this service adapted from the Calvin Institute of Worship and Seekers Church.  
  



WELCOME TO LONGSWAMP UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST! 
This is our Weekly Beacon- January 11th-17th, 2026 

Thank you for joining us as we celebrate the Epiphany - the arrival of the Magi to manger. We 
officially end the Christmas season today and enter the season of Epiphany; a time of 
revelation and light. Thank you also to Glenn Fisher for playing the flute and the Choir for 
singing for us today! 
Through Epiphany Christ is revealed to us in a variety of ways and next Sunday, January 18th, 
one of those revelations is through Christ’s baptism. We will not only share in communion but 
also reaffirm our baptisms. 

 Sharing Our Faith 
Make sure you mark your calendars for the New Year’s Wish on January 25th! Featuring music 
from Mike & Linda Hertzog, it’s a service you don’t want to miss! Following the service, we’ll 
have a PA-dutch themed fellowship in the Education Building. 

Also on the 25th, Longswamp UCC will be hosting a Board & Brush workshop from 1-3pm! We 
have two tray designs available and there’s also a kids design for children and young adults. 
You MUST sign up on the link on our website to reserve your spot. Each spot is $45 and all you 
have to do is show up! All materials will be provided! 

Have you been attending church at Longswamp UCC and are interested in becoming a 
member? We are hoping to welcome New Members on Sunday February 15th! This will end 
the season of Epiphany with a celebration of those joining our community before we head into 
the season of Lent. Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 18th. More info about the 
Lenten Season and any special services and activities will be in the upcoming February 
newsletter. If you are interested in joining or having any questions, please reach out to Pastor 
Kim.  

Teaching What We Believe 
Our Sunday School program, Children’s Church, runs weekly during the church service. After 
the Children’s Message, kids are welcome to follow their teachers to the Preschool Room for a 
Bible lesson, crafts, games, and more. Children are also welcome to stay in worship with their 
families if that’s what you prefer! Kids of all ages can also enjoy our Prayground in the front 
left of the sanctuary, which is a quiet play area for kids to fully engage in worship. Next week is 
a Family Sunday so kids will stay in worship with their families. January 25th is also the New 
Year’s Wish so there also will be no Sunday School that day so that everyone can enjoy the fun 
service! 

Acting on Jesus’ Teachings 
The January 2026 mission is for the Brandywine Heights Backpack Buddies program! Please 
see the insert in your bulletin for more information. 

Support 
The Longswamp Learning Center is holding a Little Caesar’s Fundraiser! This one is always a 
big hit, right in time for the Super Bowl! There are order forms on the table in the narthex and 
if you’re interested, please return it to the church office by January 16th. Pickup will be the 
week of February 2nd but the date and time will be announced once we get confirmation of our 
order. Thank you for your support! 

Longswamp UCC Business 
We are always in need of volunteers to greet and hand out bulletins prior to the service and 
also sponsors for the altar flowers! If you’re interested in either of these, please sign up on 
the sign-up sheets on the narthex bulletin board! 

There are still some offering envelopes left out in the narthex so make sure to grab yours if 
you haven’t already! If you’d like a 2025 giving statement, please make sure to sign up on the 
sheet on the table in the narthex. Statements will be ready by end of January! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


