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Rev. Kimberly Berenotto

Each of us has special ways we celebrate Easter Day - attending church, coloring eggs, filling
Easter baskets with treats, sharing family dinner, decorating with spring flowers, eating too much
chocolate bunny... Then, our lives tend to return to normal (whatever that is).

But Easter Day on April 5th only BEGINS the 50-day season of Eastertide (ending May 24 on
Pentecost). The season of Eastertide is meant to be the opposite of Lent. 50 days of Feasting
instead of 40 days of Fasting.

Now, it’s not exactly practical to feast for 50 days, it’s tough on the budget and
tough on the belly. But feasting is much more a way of being than a particular QC)
activity that involves gorging on platters of festive food. =5

In the spiritual world feast means to savor life’s joys; to experience all the wonderful things
God has given us and to hold those things as holy experiences. A season of feasting in the church
calendar is for recognizing the reason for celebration — Christ’s resurrection- and honor that our
God is alive and active, loving and good. Jesus conquering death seems like a reason to celebrate
and feast for 50 days to me!

So what does feasting look like if it’s not all about food? Seasons of feasting are meant to
help us focus on community ties and our personal faith, and to do so abundantly. Here are some

ideas on how to feast during Eastertide: g ,,
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- Take a walk! The resurrected Christ met his followers on the Road to Emmaus so outdoor walks

and hikes have long been a popular Eastertide activity. Plus the warmer weather beckons us
outside.
- Invite friends and family over for a potluck! Focus on not stressing about what
to serve; everyone just brings what they bring and you enjoy each other’s company. (= f*"))
- Handwrite and send some letters or postcards. There is something special about taking the time

to stay connected to someone you love in this way. —
- Do something outside you might normally do inside — drink your morning coffee,
read a book, or catch up with a friend. ~———

- Buy something a little extra on your usual grocery run — a fancy cheese, ingredients for a new
homemade treat, or a sparkly drink.
- Visit a local farm or farmer’s market for fruits, veggies, and maybe some flowers too.
- End your day with a feast of gratitude — write down 3 things each evening you are thankful for.
- Pick something intentional to pray for over these 50 days — something that
sparks abundance and joy in your heart and in the hearts of those dear to you.
- Keep your Easter and Spring decor up until Pentecost to remind you of this glorious season!
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Whatever you choose to do this Eastertide, may it be a feast of faithfulness, . ";_Q L
community connection, and celebration of Christ’s presence in our lives. AL 8



Sharing Our Faith

April 2026 Wership Schedule

Services Sundays at 10:15 am
On-site and live stream worship service ("Longswamp UCC"

Facebook page). Afterward, service is uploaded to our
"Longswamp United Church of Christ" YouTube Channel.
April 2"- Holy Week Service at 7PM

April 5*- Easter Sunday! Services at 7:15am and 10:15am
7:15 am: Theresa on Guitar, 10:15 am: Glenn on Flute & Choir

April 12™- Doubting Thomas (2" Sunday of Easter)
April 19""- The Road to Emmaus (3™ Sunday of Easter) -
Congregational Meeting After Worship

April 26™- Earth Day Serive & Choir Sings - Ann Miller’s
Retirement Celebration!

April Abtovr Flowrer Shonsors

-April 5 - Given in celebration of the Resurrection, by
Pastor Kim, Chris, & Alex Berenotto

-April 19"- Given in loving memory of Kim’s Father,
Paul Alexander Shealer, by the Jenkins Family
_April 26" - Given in honor of Ann Mabry Miller and
her 45 years of service to LUCC

Holy Week

ervice
Thursday April 2nd

Join us as we walk with 7:15 am
Jesus through his or
Last Supper, 1015 am

betrayal, denial,
and death to prepare
our hearts and minds
for Easter Sunday.
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April Ministuy, Pavitners
Greeters
April 5- 7:15am- Shirley Solt
April 5-10:15am- Sue & Al Lishman
April 12- Justin Smith
April 19- Theresa Haffner-Stearns

April 26- Chris Freudig

Head Ushers
April 5- 7:15am- Shirley Solt
April 5-10:15am- Charlene Rachor
April 12- Justin Smith
April 19- Theresa Haffner-Stearns
April 26- Chris Freudig

Readers
April 5- 7:15am- Theresa Haffner-
Stearns
April 5- 10:15am- John Samuelson
April 12- Chris Freudig
April 19- Justin Smith

29868 April 26- Hope Deiaco
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Mark your calendars for our
Spring Congregational Meeting on
Sunday April 19th directly after the

church service! This meeting is to
review the 2025 financials and
missions and to approve any

upcoming church projects. Please
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Christ’s story doesn’t
end on Easter Sunday!
Be sure to join us...

-Sunday April 12" as
the Risen Christ
appears to the
disciples and Thomas
doubts his presence.

-Sunday April 19" as
Jesus’ followers walk
to Emmaus and-

witness Christ on, the
make sure to stay after the church : e

service for the meeting!
share.

Larth Dag Worshlp & - "‘:"”"“'4,
Retirement Celebration™ +

For Ann Mabry Milley 2

Join us Sunday April 26"at 10:15 am
for a special worship service
celebrating Earth Day and all the *
beauty of God's Creation.

We will also honor Ann Miller during
worship for her 45 years of
dedicated service to Longswamp
UCC as organist and choir director.
FoIIowm% e service, in Fe ely Hall,

et

will be a irement FeIIow |1p Tlme /
to thank Ann for her love ot the j

church and it's music program.
All are welcome - please bring a dish &
to share!
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“Doing God’s Work in Today’s World.” :

1st Sunday of each month-Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM)

What is OCWM? - In isolation, no single congregation can completely answer | SCHURCH'S
God’s call to love. Together we are a bold witness to God’s extravagant love o

for all. We share resources to bring our vision to life. Gifts from congregations

like ours to OCWM Basic Support make it possible for our Conferences and the National
Ministries to strengthen local churches and leaders and engage us in mission well beyond our
community. Most of our OCWM Basic Support dollars remain in our Conferences to help local
congregations thrive.

(taken from: https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-wider-mission/)

2026 Ongoing Mission for The Brandyurine Food Pantry

QQQD PANTR]/ Please consider helping the food- insecure residents of BHASD by dropping

K £ off your donations of non-perishable food items, personal care items,
f e g/ household items, cleaning supplies, etc. before or after our worship
R et services on Sunday mornings, or during the week from 6:30 AM - 5:30 PM.
N Please put your donations in the appropriately marked tote box in the bell

room. Thank you in advance for your continued support of the food-
insecure residents of the Brandywine Heights Area School District.

April 2026 Global Mission- CWS Kids’ Kits

Let’s help children throughout the USA and the world dream big and reach for
the stars by providing Kids’ Kits, which will be donated to Church World
Service. This faith-based organization distributes the Kids’ Kits to children in
need around the globe. This month’s mission will run from Sunday, April 12,
2026 through Thursday, April 30, 2026. We’re asking our members to support
this very worthwhile cause by either providing all the required items for one or two complete
Kids’ Kit(s) (approximate value of each kit = $15.00) or donate a few of the required items so we
can use them in extra Kids’ Kits. Mission offerings are also greatly appreciated and will be used
to purchase more items to complete more Kids’ Kits and/or defray the processing fee of $2.00
per kit. A sign-up sheet for donating various school supplies will be available in the narthexin
late March. A HUGE “THANK YOU” to our members and friends who made the required tote bags
for our April 2026 mission. Please see Jill Shade if you need a tote bag for a Kids’ Kit. Would you
like to download a printable shopping list for the items required for the CWS Kid Kits? If so, go
to this link: https://cwskits.org/assemble-kits/school-kits/. Please be sure to follow the specific
requirements for each of the school supplies.

Please contact Jill Shade (jill.shade@longswampucc.org; 484-894-0636) to sign up to donate
a complete Kids’ Kit or individual items so we can assemble extra Kids’ Kits and/or if you have
any questions/concerns about the Kids’ Kits for Church World Service.

(See below for the supply list)



Each Kids’ Kit must contain the following:

-One box of 12 colored pencils

-One glue stick

-One large eraser (no pencil-
cap erasers)

-Six new, unsharpened pencils
with erasers (remove pencils

from packaging; secure with a
rubber band)

P

Children’s

-One 2-pocket folder

-One pair of blunt scissors

(rounded tip; remove packaging)

-One box of 24 crayons (must
be 24-count)

-One pencil pouch/case (store
bought or handmade - See Jill
Shade for instructions if you’d
like to hand make a pencil
pouch.)

-One 12"/ 30 cmruler

-One hand-held pencil
sharpener (remove packaging)

-One 70-page spiral notebook
(no loose-leaf or filler paper)

-One large resealable plastic
bag to keep supplies together
inside the fabric bag (Please
see Jill Shade if you need a
gallon resealable plastic bag.)

There is something for kids and families

every Sunday at Longswamp UCC!

On Sundays kids begin in worship and, after the Children’s Message, head to our
Sunday School program called Children’s Church. Kids of all ages can join the teachers in
the Preschool Room for Bible Stories, crafts, games, and more. Kids are also always
welcome to stay in worship with their families. .

Once a month, on Communion Sunday, we will have having Family Sundays! There will
be no Children’s Church, instead families can worship together. Plus, the children can
more fully participate in communion. This month’s Family Sunday is on Easter, April 5™.
We’re planning an extra special Easter Activity during Sunday School on April 12" and
Sunday School will continue each week through the end of the month!

Kids are always welcome in our PrayGround! We now have a special area for kids
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in the front left of the sanctuary to quietly play, learn, and

participate in worship in ways that suit kids best! This area will
have extra activities on Family Sundays, but will be available
every Sunday for any kids who choose not to attend Children’s

Church. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Kim!















