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First Sunday of Advent

*Indicates to rise as you are able in body and spirit.

MUSIC PREPARES US FOR WORSHIP

“I See God” Mencher
“The Family of God” Gaither
“The Lost Chord” Proctor/Sullivan

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: In this season of holiness we pause for worship.

People: We stand under the light of a star and feel it illuminate our lives.

Leader: We will not treat Advent like a list, counting off the days and things to be done.
People: We will enter this time of worship with our body, soul, and spirit.

Leader: We will fully embrace God coming to us.

People: We will be a people of Christ’s advent. Amen.

*HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #133

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Sadie Moser
Leader: Each week in Advent we light a candle on our wreath. The season of Advent

reminds us that Christ’s light is coming to bring us hope and enter the darkness of our
world. Isaiah chapter 9, verse 2 says: “The people who walked in darkness have seen
a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them a light has shined.”
Today we light the candle of hope.

The First Candle is Lit

SUNG CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (TUNE #161)

In this season of Christ’s Advent, we spark light where darkness reigns.
We prepare, for His arrival, with our songs and with our praise.

With this candle we invite

Hope that brings us to Christ’s light.

Leader: Let us pray. Holy Lord who sends us your son, Jesus Christ, you are the hope
in our dark and messy world. This Advent, help us slow down, listen to your voice, and
focus on what’s really important. We place our hope in you as we prepare our hearts to
celebrate your birth on Christmas. Amen.

CALL TO CONFESSION

CONFESSION

All: O God, we come to you in prayer this day. Too often we replace holy days
with holidays. We hurry past opportunities to give the gifts of kindness and
honesty. We fail to prepare the place for your birth into our lives. We don’t
always listen to the words of your angels, forgive those dearest to us, or
welcome the poor and stranger into our hearts and homes. Accept our humility
and guide us in your ways of grace. Amen.

MOMENT OF SILENCE

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: God'’s forgiveness is full and complete for us all.
People: We receive this blessing of God’s grace with gratitude! Amen.

*PASSING THE PEACE

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. People: And also with you.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

All children are welcome to come forward for the Children’s Message. Afterwards, kids of all
ages can follow our Children’s Church leaders to our Sunday School program in the Education
Building for stories, games, crafts, and more. We also welcome families to remain in worship if
that is what works best for you!

*HYMN On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry #136

RESPONSIVE SCRIPTURE READING (BASED ON PSALM 18:25-28)
Leader: Oh Lord to those who are faithful;

People: You yourself are faithful.

Leader: To those who are blameless;

People: You yourself are blameless.
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Leader: To those who are pure;

People: You yourself are pure.

Leader: But God, to those who are devious;

People: You are clever and alert.

Leader: You, Holy One, save the humble;

People: But bring low those who are haughty and prideful.
Leader; You, Lord, keep my candle lit.

People: My God, you will turn darkness into light.

SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 40:1-5 & Mark 1:1-9 ' UNn

- CHgRCM 1
SPECIAL MUSIC "In the Bleak Midwinter" Gustave Holst e
Glenn Fisher, flute
SERMON “Not Quite Almost Christmastime” Pastor Kim

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever, Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING

OFFERING & MISSION MOMENT

*DOXOLOGY #809
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above, you heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*OFFERING PRAYER OF DEDICATION

All: Generous God, we lift our offerings to you. May our giving help to prepare
our hearts, homes, and communities for the coming of your son, Jesus Christ.
We dedicate these gifts, and ourselves, to the transformation Christ’s light
brings to our world. Amen.

*HYMN Come Thou Long Expected Jesus #135
*BENEDICTION

CLOSING MUSIC “We Plow the Fields and Scatter” Barnby/Keating

Call to Worship & Confession adapted from the book “An Improbable Gift of Blessing” by Maren C
Tirabassi & Joan Jordan Grant.
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WELCOME TO LONGSWAMP UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST!

This is our Weekly Beacon- November 30t™- December 6%, 2025

Thanks for joining us on the First Sunday of Advent- and the last Sunday in November! Thank
you to our Altar Guild for decorating our beautiful sanctuary for the Christmas Season! Thank
you also to Glenn Fisher for playing the flute today.

Don’t forget! This Thursday is our Advent Craft Night! Join us at 6:30pm (or whenever you're
able to make it) in Fegely Hall for lots of fun crafts and fellowship!

Next week is the second Sunday of Advent and also our Nativity show and share! If you have a
favorite nativity set from home, please bring it with you to church so that we can display it and
others can enjoy it, as well!

Sharing Our Faith
Looking ahead, be sure to mark these dates on your calendars!
December 14t"- 3 Sunday of Advent, The annual LUCC Christmas Play! This year’s play is “A
Longswamp Carol,” written and directed by our own Hope Deiaco. You don’t want to miss it!
December 21%- 4™ Sunday of Advent, The Moravian Love Feast with Harpist and Guitar duo,
Sarajane and Ted Williams, Jesus’ Birthday Party for Kids
December 24" (Wednesday)- Christmas Eve Worship Service. The 7pm service will be family-
oriented and will feature a performance by the Loft Choir. The 11pm service is quieter and
more contemplative, featuring a soloist. Both services have candlelight and communion.

Christmas presents for LUCC’s eleven Senior Saints - If you haven’t already done so, please
sign the Christmas card which will be included in our Senior Saints’ presents from our
congregation. The card is on a clipboard on the cabinet in the narthex. The Christmas presents
for our Senior Saints will be ready for distribution next Sunday, Dec. 7, 2025.

This is the last week to order poinsettias! Orders are due by December 3. Please return the
form to the office or call/email Maggie to give her your order.

Teaching What We Believe
Children’s church meets weekly during the church service. After the children’s message, kids
can follow the Children’s Church leaders over to the preschool room for bible stories, crafts,
games, and more! Children can also stay in church with their families if that’s what you’d
prefer. They are also welcome to use our Prayground area at the front left of the sanctuary!

Jesus’ Birthday Party for children (ages 0 - elementary age) will be in Fegely Hall during the
worship service on Sunday, December 21, 2025! Come and join the fun as we hear the story of
the first Christmas, play games, sing songs, and have snacks. We will proceed to Fegely Hall as
a group after the announcements at the beginning of the service. If you have any questions
about Jesus’ Birthday Party, please contact Jill or Vern Shade. Hope to see you there!

Acting on Jesus’ Teachings
“THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU” to our LUCC members and friends who very willingly
shared the joy of the Christmas season with 20 local children and 25 residents of Phoebe
Allentown by providing a special present for them. All presents are to be returned to the
church by today. If you still need to bring the present you are providing, please see Jill Shade
today. We are planning to deliver the Christmas presents for the 20 local children and 25
Phoebe Allentown residents this week. As of the writing of this bulletin announcement, we
have received mission offerings totaling $195. We will be sending a check to Phoebe Allentown
in early December in support of the care they provide for the residents there.

Our December mission is LUCC’s Christmas List! We have done this as an internal mission the
past few years and have gotten such amazing support from our wonderful congregation for it.
You can find Longswamp’s Christmas List in the narthex with pieces of paper with a “gift” and
amount on it. If there’s something specific you’d like to give as a “gift” to LUCC, please take
that slip of paper and place it with your mission offering. These items are the everyday
expenses that it takes to keep LUCC and LLC running smoothly, ranging from water for our
water cooler, to a week of heating oil expenses, to many other expenses. Please let Maggie or
Pastor Kim know if you have any questions! Thank you for your support!

Longswamp UCC Business
Copies of our December Newsletter are available in the narthex and it’s packed! Make sure
you grab your copy today for all the holiday happenings!

If you're interested in being a reader or greeter, please let Maggie in the office know! We are
always looking for people to help out with the service in these ways.

We are looking for people who are interested in helping with Altar Guild. The altar guild gets
the sanctuary ready for services and decorates for holidays and special events. If interested,
please let the church office know!



