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| feel as if | am walking on a balance beam; because as | write this month’s newsletter
article and plan for August, | am also preparing to leave for vacation tomorrow.

It can be so difficult to hold two things at oncel My family is headed to Florida for my
grandma'’s 90th birthday, but also for our summer vacation. However, in the back of my mind is
the reminder that when we come back from Florida, the summer feels pretty much over. After
we return, my husband, Chris, has about two weeks before he heads back to teaching. We have
less than a month before Alex starts Kindergarten, too. This past week, | planned out the
Confirmation Class schedule through January!

My brain feels scrambled trying to make sense of the vacation itinerary, squeezing in
summer fun... and the lists I've been working on for August - school supplies to buy for Alex,
curriculum Chris needs to prep, church events to kick-off a new program year, and all the
excitement that happens in the Fall (and I'll be honest, even brainstorming into the holiday
season too).

It can be challenging to BE present, especially during these moments when we're closing in
on what's next..but arent quite there yet.

| stumbled across a scripture from Ecclesiastes that isn’t often part of the regular rotation
in our lectionary and preaching cycle, from chapter 4, verse é: “Better one handful with
tranquility than two handfuls with toil and chasing after the wind.”

Ecclesiastes is part of the Wisdom Literature of the Old Testament, meant to give sage
advice on the purpose of life and the meaning of our existence. | found this scripture
particularly helpful. To me, if felt like a reminder that it's ok to have different things in each

hand.

Perhaps, even when one hand is filled with “toil and chasing the wind” the other hand can
be filled with “tranquility.” That balance-beam walk is part of life, and the truth is we will rarely,
if ever, find ourselves with two hands full of tranquility, peace, and feeling at-ease. Life is too
complicated, too varied, and ever-changing.

But MAYBE we might be able to have only one handful of anxiety, stress, the struggle of all
the what-ifs and what-comes-next WHILE, AT THE SAME TIME, we have the other handful of

peace and tranquility that can sustain us. As we move our way into a new school and program
year, fha’r is my hope and prayer for you...and for myself too.
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August 2026 Werhip Schedule

Services Sundays at 10:15 am
On-site and live stream worship service ("Longswamp UCC"
Facebook page). Afterward, service is uploaded to our
"Longswamp United Church of Christ" YouTube Channel.

August 2- Final Sunday in our HoneyBee Series, Sunday
School, & Church Picnic after worship!

August 9- Disappointing Disciples Series begins
August 16- Family Communion Sunday, Disappointing
Disciples Series continues

August 23- Backpack Blessing, Disappointing Disciples
Series continues, Sunday Schoaol

August 30- Disapointing Disciples Series final Sunday,
Family Sunday (ho Sunday School)

August Altar Flower Ghonsors

August 16- In honor of Bradley Desrosiers’ Birthday given by
Leo Desrosiers

August 30- /n loving memory of beloved father and
grandfather, Henry “Pappy” Shade, given by Vern, Jill, Katie,
and Matthew Shade

deeperlook
‘into Jesus'
original flawed,
failing, and
imperfect
followers -

August Worship Series

Avgust 9", 16" 23 & 30"

August Ministy, Partners

Greeters
Aug 2- Moser Family
Aug 9- Shirley Solt
Aug 16- Chris Freudig
Aug 23- Charlene Rachor
Aug 30- Justin Smith

Readers
Aug 2- Theresa Haffner-Stearns
Aug 9- Justin Smith
Aug 16- Sadie Moser
Aug 23- Casey Jones
Aug 30- Laurie Heagy

Head Ushers
Aug 2- Allison Isamoyer
Aug 9- Shirley Solt
Aug 16- Chris Freudig
Aug 23- Charlene Rachor
Aug 30- Justin Smith

Sunday August 2™

The final day in our

JJ _JJJ_I fJ

worship series!

CHURCH
PICNIC

AFTER WORSHIP
IN THE PAVILION

Hot dogs & drinks
provided. Bring a dish
to share. Bee
acitivites for all ages
- plus water games!



Dont’ Porget... :
Church Picnie in the Pavilion BaCkPa'Ck Bless;l'ng
Sunday August 2:1_% Sunday August 23™ during 10:15 am Worship

w MBF WOFB?LIP

Students of all
ages bring your
backpacks and
school bags to
be blessed for
the upcoming
school year!

Looking ahead to.... : m t

" “Celebrating 40 Years ¥
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Hot dogs and drinks provided.
Bring sides and dessert to share.
Crafts & games for all ages -
including water activities!

- Family-Focused & Celebratory \*
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& Worship Service
e with Special Music from Ms. Marji
f Followed by Food & Fellowsip Time
out on the LLC Playground
L
MY ALL ARE WELCOME!
5

Longswamp UCC’s Annual

OLD-FASHIONED BARN DANCE

T’CkEtS on Sale

Aug. 16th
$5 Adults

Kids are freel

(2

Be on the lock out in the

Saturday Sept. 26th - 5:30pmM t0 9PM  Nartnex for sign-ups for raffle ﬁ

baskets, baked goods, and

@ SaVIdge Farm help with set up/clean up.

LIVE MUSIC - DANCE CALLER - FOOD TRUCK - BASKET RAFFLE - BAKE SALE - FALL ACTIVITIES



THE VIEW FROM I T'uE BELL TOWER
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Wow, it has been hot this summer and | had to duck several times as the thunder storms were
quite strong some evenings, too. However, all the typical summertime weather has not slowed
the activities at Longswamp UCC.

Father’s Day was celebrated on June 21 and all the men were given a mug filled with goodies.
The gifts were appreciated and | began to use my new blue mug every morning.

Our membership continues to grow as on June 21, two children were baptized and then their
whole family also joined the church. Plus, on June 28, a set of twin girls were baptized. We
welcome all the new members and the newly baptized children with joy into the life of our
church.

Our June internal mission was “Summer Activities.” All donations went to offset the costs of
Swampfest, the two Confirmation retreats, and the church picnic. | am happy to report that the
cash donations totaled $526. Thank you to everyone who gave a monetary donation, food
donation, or donated their time to help with any of these fun events! The first Confirmation
retreat was on June 25, and our confirmands had a great time preparing and serving the taco
lunches at Opportunity House in Reading! Great Job, Confirmands!

During Sunday School on June 28 and July 12, the children learned about our July mission
benefiting Heifer International. All the different types of animals that Heifer distributes were
discussed. We painted honeybee ornaments and announced that we’re aiming to make a
minimum contribution of 20 gift donations ($30 each) of honeybees.

On July 5th, we celebrated the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United States.
Several readings and poems were shared featuring themes of “Religion of Revolution: Reflections
on Faith and Freedom.” Thank you to all the readers who participated and to Theresa Haffner-
Stearns for leading Patriotic Hymns and Songs on the guitar.

On July 12, Pastor Kim began a four week worship series on bees. We learned how bees work
together in the hive and how we are called to work in the community too. After church,
approximately 30 members and friends of Longswamp UCC traveled to Allentown to see an Iron
Pigs’ game. Easton Moser threw out a ceremonial first pitch and the children got to run the bases
afterward. Even though it was very sunny and warm, everyone seemed to enjoy the afternoon of
baseball!

On July 19, we celebrated the Sacrament of Holy Communion and continued our Honeybee
Series. We learned that “Honey Never Spoils” and honey sticks were distributed as part of our
July mission. The Church Board met after worship and continued working on several important
business items.

On July 20, the Confirmation class went to the Brandywine Food Pantry to help stock shelves,
sort groceries, and unload the Monday deliveries. They also learned about the operation of the
food pantry. Later in the day, they viewed a documentary about food insecurity in the United
States and completed an activity about global food consumption.

Thank you to everyone for supporting all of our summer activities. In parting, please
remember the assurance given during our June Communion service - “God guides us. God leads
us. God provides for us. Amen!” Until the next time, Mach’s gut und Auf Wiedersehen!!

THE GHOST OF THE
BELL TOWER
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Acting on Jesus' Teachings

LUCC Acting” Minisy, Theme for 2026

“Doing God’s Work in Today’s World.”

August 2026 - December 2026 (1st Sunday of each month) - Our Church’s Wider Mission
(OCWM) - What is OCWM BASIC SUPPORT? - OCWM provides funding from
congregations for Conferences and the national ministries of the United = CHURCH'S
Church of Christ (Wider Church Ministries, Local Church Ministries, Justice O WIDER MISSION

and Witness Ministries, General Ministries, and Pension Boards).
(taken from: Is Your Church 5 for 5? flier)

e giot®

Ongoing Mission for the Brandywine Food Pantry

The local Food Pantry is in great need of personal care items (body
wash, shampoo), paper products (paper towels, tissues, toilet paper),
and cleaning/disinfecting products (dish soap, small bottles of
laundry detergent, disinfectant wipes). Please drop off your
donations for the Brandywine Food Pantry before or after our
worship services on Sunday mornings, or put them in the wicker tote
boxes in the bell room during the week from 6:30 AM - 5:30 PM. Thank
you in advance for your generous support of the Brandywine Food
Pantry!

Current needs of the Brandywine Food Pantry:

-Toothpaste -Deodorant -Shampoo
-Conditioner -Body wash -Hand soap
-Bar soap -Feminine Hygiene Products

-Shaving cream -Razors -Cleaning Products

-Laundry Soap -Dish Soap




ff 7 Healthy M%mw stuclents, at

Sy Brandywsine Heights

Let’s support the students at Brandywine Heights Area
High School! LUCC’s August 2026 mission will be to
provide specific healthy snacks and school supplies
for the students at Brandywine Heights High School.
[In the past, LUCC has sponsored missions for the
benefit of the three other schools in BHASD
(elementary, intermediate,and middle).] Our August
2026 mission will run from Sunday, August 9 until
Monday, August 31, 2026. Please feel free to donate the specific healthy snacks and/ or
school supplies that have been requested by the school. Mission offerings, which will be
used to purchase more healthy snacks and school supplies, will also be greatly
appreciated.

LUCC has been asked to provide the following items for the benefit of the students at
Brandywine Heights High School:

In-School Food Pantry: Granola Bars (individually wrapped); Trail Mix (individual
packages); Crackers (individual packages); Fruit Snacks (boxes of individual pouches),
Popcorn (individual packages), and Pretzels (individual packages).

School Supplies: Glue sticks, Crayons (16/box), Markers (washable - 8-10 count),
Colored pencils; Highlighters; Pens (black or blue); Pencils; Erasers, Pencil Pouches,
and 3-subject notebooks.

Please deposit your donations for the students at BHHS in the appropriately marked
boxes on the round table behind the piano.

Please contact Jill Shade (484-894-0636, jill.shade@longswampucc.org) if you have any
questions/concerns about our August 2026 mission.

Thank you in advance for your support of the students at Brandywine Heights Area

High School!
Secret Church Friends V

One of the ways we welcome New Members is through our Secret Church Friends
Program! Families and individuals that join our congregation are given a secret
church friend that, for a few weeks, provides gifts and acts of kindness to extend
that spirit of welcome. Then, we have a reveal during worship! Our latest Secret
Church Friends program begins August 30" and the reveal will take place on Sept.
20th!



Teaching What We Believe
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It's hard to believe in just a few short weeks, the regular school year will be starting again!
This summer has been very busy with lots of field trips and fun activities for the center. The
school age summer camp has went on field trips to various places like the North Reading
Museum, the Macungie Park, and to Out of Your Mind Art Studio. Each month, they also
have a special breakfast day and “Take out Tuesday,” where they can order special lunches.
Coming up, on August 13" we will welcome Marian and Friends, a local ventriloquist (who
has also been to our church a few times and is the cousin of Jill Shade). The entire center
will get to enjoy this special day. The whole center also got to see firetrucks and meet some
firefighters up close when they brought their big truck to LLC! A few of the students even
got to go inside the truck!

Preschool and the Older Toddlers have been enjoying a few water days, where they get
to run through the sprinkler or play in tubs of
water over on the playground. These days are
fun, especially when it’s hot outside. In the
baby room, we had a few new friends join us
so we are completely full!

Thank you to all the teachers and to Miss
Sharon for their dedication to providing
safe and fun childcare for our community!




You are welcome at Longswamp UCC’s multi-generational
Women’s Group! Each month we travel to a local spiritual sight in
search of knowledge and new faithful experiences that help us grow!

There will be no Faithful Field Trip in August as many members
are attending our Joshua Crash Course Bible Study and Bus Trip to
Sight and Sound.

Our next Field Trip is planned for Wednesday September 9" to
Columcille Megalith Park in Bangor, PA with lunch to follow. We will be
learning about Celtic and earth-centered spirituality. There are a

variety of sights near the parking area and then you will
_ choose how much more walking you would like to do
wee_ - 7T S around the park. Please wear sturdy shoes as the ground
T R E AN can be uneven.

We will be leaving the church parking lot at 9:00 am.

We plan to return for 3:00pm. Please RSVP to Maggie or

Pastor Kim to ensure we have enough drivers. o oo
-Please arrive to the

| ot S ¢4 bus will leave at 12:45

church parking lot
T . : q . sowecan get to the
, 2 00 0 (}OQV]L{,G\ show with enough

_&I‘

around 12:30pm. The
ple time to spare for
bathroom breaks and
getting food.

-Bags are permitted
but please make sure
they are smaller than
15x15 inches. Medical
and diaper bags are

ik \\' August 5" and August 12"
_ ;‘“ @ 10:30 am (Sanctuary) Qf o
-——\ *  7:00 pm (Fegely Hall)

| r’_"_ Joln us 4o learn wiore 6
I s

r about JaGme before our 't-'rip
@ 8 o foSight & Sound o Just fine.
* 4o Increage your Bible :

-We will be eating at
Hershey Farms
Smorgasbord after
the show and will
return to LUCC
around 8-9pm.

knowledge |

-Maggie will hand you
a ticket right before
we go into the theater!

Some Sight and

Sound reminders...



August Birthdays
August 1- Ruby Shoemaker (100!!)
August 4- Dorothy Weller ..
August 6- Brenda Bower, Bob Fritz Info about the Christmas Musical

August 12- Craig Weller “In a Galilee Far Far Away” Coming
August 13- Barbara Karom Soon! Practices will begin late
August 16- Bradley Desrosiers September/early October.

AOEust 13-Nancy Boyer LLC Trunk or Treat is Friday
August 23- Fay DelLong October 23rd

August 27- Fern Fritz _
August 30- Ellie Long The Annual Food Sale is November
14" and there will be MANY

August Anniversaries opportunities to cook, bake, and

August 13, 1978- Ann & Willard Miller help leading up to that date!
August 21, 2003~ Chris & Jess Malewicz

Did we miss your birthday or would you
ljk t-w’fﬂe addeel ’ Please let Maggie in
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Prayers Needed

Church Family Prayer Needs: George Unger, Ramona Romanik, Wilma
Lease, Karen Friedly, Annabelle Weller, Doris Epting, Bob Fritz, Fern Fritz,
Brenda Bower, Arlene Hughes

Serving Our Country: Zachary Rachor, Alexander Jenkins, Adam
Hapenovich, Tyler Reed

Church Friends Prayer Needs: Karen McPherson, Vanover Family, Matt Von
Detto




Church Business

June 2026 Financials

Income and Expenses Message from the Treasurer
Member Giving: $7,609.79 Included in member giving for missions are
$195 for Our Church’s Wider Mission, $280
. 6,525.31 _ o :
Other Income: - for internal missions and $20 for the
Total Income $14,135.10 Brandywine Food Pantry. Included in Other
Expenses: $15,170.31 rncmljlme is $2,600 for the Learning Center
facility use fee, $2,281.31 for the cell tower
Net Income: $1,035.21 lease fee, $457 from Swampfest and $1,177
Building Fund Expenses: $9.064.40 for Sight & Sound and Iron Pigs tickets.
M ALFund | . $1000.00 Included in Building Fund expenses are
SInariar P Y NGaTe: 2 : $493 for cleaning, $660 for mowing,

$6,023.50 for the quarterly church
insurance package premium, $1,100.21 for

Account Balances as of 7/27/2026 water testing and equipment maintenance
and $787.69 for electric service.

General Fund Checking: $41,717.19
Contingency Fund Checking: $3,022.82
Memorial Fund Checking: $18,275.21

Building Fund: $39,990.75

Building Fund Checking: $33,864.06

s (.
- Church Staff
Pastor - Rev. Kimberly Berenotto ...........pastorkim@longswampucc.org............. 610-401-1847
Office Administrator & Newsletter Editor - Maggie Isamoyer...secretary@longswampucc.org
LLC Director - Sharon Wetzel .......sharon@longswamplearningcenter.com......... 610-682-9750
Church Board President - Vern Shade...........cccococooveniicnncns vern.shade@longswampucc.org
Maintenance Manager - Ray Ziegler......ccoovoeeernircccnieenisee i, raymond.ziegler@yahoo.com




Longswamp UCC

Planting seeds of faith by
teaching, sharing and acting
on what we believe.
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Visit us on the web at
longswampucc.org
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