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Psalm 122 (New Revised Standard Version) 
I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’ 
Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together. 
To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 
as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 
For there the thrones for judgement were set up, the thrones of the house of David. 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: ‘May they prosper who love you. 
Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers.’ 
For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, ‘Peace be within you.’ 
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 
 
Reflection:  Psalm 122 is a Psalm written by King David, a monarch who ruled from the 
city of Jerusalem – his home, the place where his people – those he ruled over and 
those he loved personally – lived, worked, played, and rested. Home. Rooted.  His place 
of groundedness. David prayed for peace within his city – his home.  He prays for 
Jerusalem’s prosperity, security, for Jerusalem’s good.  And he even commits to be an 
active player in bringing that peace.  Where is your “home?” Where do you find your 
feet? Where do you live, and work, and play, and rest?  What would your prayer be for 
the people of your “place,” the land upon which you call “home?” Let us take some time 
to pray for our “home.” 
 
Prayer: (Name your home city where ____ appears) Holy One, giver of life and home, we 
pray for ______, the beloved place we call “home.” Like David, our ancestor in faith, we 
pray for the peace of our “place.” We pray for _____’s prosperity, and that that 
prosperity reaches everyone, not just a few. We pray for _____’s peace, with lessened 
conflict and violence and when necessary, productive conflict that leads to real peace. 
We pray for _____’s security, that every human, creature, and living thing may find a 
safe place to lay their head and live without fear. And we pray for ____’s good, that 
_____ can be a place where flourishing and joy can be found. Thank you for loving ____.  
Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, November 24, 2022 
Rev. Nichole Jackson, Open Table United Church of Christ, Pottstown, PA 



 
 
 

 
Hebrews 11:1-3 (New Revised Standard Version) 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the 
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things 
that are not visible. 
 
Reflection: Every time I’m on an airplane, I experience a moment (or, if I’m honest, a 
whole lot of moments) where I can’t help but think to myself: there’s no way this could 
work. I cannot make it make sense that something as big, as heavy, as full of humans 
and luggage and metal as a plane could possibly become and remain airborne. 
Nevertheless, every single flight I’ve ever taken has made it from departure to arrival 
safely and statistically, air travel is the safest way to get around. I don’t need to 
understand exactly how planes are able to take off and fly safely to know that it’s true.  
Faith isn’t exactly like trusting the processes of science and engineering. Still, there are 
moments throughout our days, and throughout our faith journeys, when we need to 
remember to trust God to be God, to trust God to love when we are failing, to trust God 
to heal us when we’re hurting, to trust that God is in control when we feel like we’re 
spinning out. 

We can’t always see what God is doing in us and with us and through us and for 
us, but faith helps us to stay present, to keep going, and to keep hoping. 
 
Prayer: God of our ancestors, help us to trust that you are working within and among us, 
especially when we are struggling to see where you are in our lives. Help us to see your 
movement in the beauty of our lives and the beauty of this world. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, November 25, 2022 
Rev. Selina Hamilton, Rosedale United Church of Christ, Laureldale, PA 



 
 
 

 
Matthew 24:3-8 (New Revised Standard Version) 

When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, 
saying, ‘Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the 
end of the age?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Beware that no one leads you astray. For many 
will come in my name, saying, “I am the Messiah!” and they will lead many astray. And 
you will hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not alarmed; for this must 
take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places: all this is 
but the beginning of the birth pangs. 
 
Reflection: Advent begins with an ominous scripture. Jesus’ warning about destruction 
and false prophets does not fit our usual image for the Christmas Season. These 
prophetic words make us uncomfortable. Yet, I wonder if it is necessary for us to 
embrace these uncomfortable images in order to truly prepare for Christ’s birth. 
Sometimes to make room for something new, we need to get rid of the old. Demolition 
and cleaning out helps us to get ready. When we take time to remove the “worldly” 
rubble from our lives and clean house, we make room for Jesus to show up into our 
lives. Destruction brings not an ending, but a beginning. (The beginning of the “birth 
pangs”?) Every Advent and Christmas we are given an opportunity for God to birth 
something new into our lives  
This Advent consider… 
What do we need to get rid of this season?  
What is being born anew in us?  
 
Prayer: Holy God, help us to clean house and prepare our hearts and souls once again 
this season. Remove the rubble from our lives and build something holy within us. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, November 26, 2022 
Rev. Matthew Hoover, Pleasantville United Church of Christ, Chalfont, PA 



 
 
 

 
Isaiah 2:1-5 (New Revised Standard Version) 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains 
    and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
     Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
    to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
    and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction 
    and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 He shall judge between the nations 
    and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares 
    and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 
    neither shall they learn war any more. 
 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 
 
Reflection: It’s the first Sunday of Advent! Are you hoping church today is filled with 
trimmed trees, sparkling lights, Christmas carols, and a warm fuzzy message? Were you 
disappointed? If your pastor is following the lectionary and the movement of the church 
seasons, it’s not likely they jumped right into Christmas yet. For Christmas we want 
hope, but in most of scripture, including today’s text from Isaiah, hope is paired with 
judgement or warning. The future Isaiah shares – one where swords will become 
plowshares and spears pruning hooks, and nations won’t fight against each other – 
requires our hope, but also judgement and warning. Creating this new way of life where 
there is no more war and we’re all farming together instead of fighting requires calling 
out our downfalls: Naming the violence in our midst, the weapons in our hands and 
homes, and the ways we fail to walk in God’s light. Merry Christmas, right? 
 
Prayer: God of Light, keep us from falling into the insincere holly-jolly of the Christmas 
season. Remind us to hold our hopefulness for your coming to earth in the form of the 
Christ child, alongside the realities of the world we live in. We pray for those people and 
places where violence and war remain, even during the holidays. We pray that we may 
be creators of your peace in this world. Amen.  
 

Sunday, November 27, 2022 
Rev. Kimberly Berenotto, Longswamp United Church of Christ, Mertztown, PA 



 
 
 

 
Romans 6:1-4 (New Revised Standard Version) 

What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may 
increase? By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know 
that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. 
 
Reflection: “I decided that you’re all getting A’s this semester no matter what you do”, 
was an odd thing to hear on the first day of class, but not the oddest thing that Todd 
Kelsey would say during the course of the Adobe Flash class that he taught. As an 
adjunct professor in the digital design department, he didn’t really care if he kept his 
job. He was there to share his knowledge and make cool stuff for the internet. Knowing 
that I couldn’t possibly fail the class, I decided to push myself to create my first online 
game (back in the days before smart phones when Flash games were all the rage). I 
knew that I couldn’t learn, design, and complete something like that with zero prior 
experience in one semester, but the freedom from judgment gave me the space to try 
anyway. I had so much fun, spending way more time on it than I would have if I was 
working for a grade, and by the end of the semester, I had learned so much about digital 
design that I still use to this day even though Adobe Flash doesn’t exist anymore. 
Meanwhile, my roommate, who was only there for the elective credit, did almost no 
work, barely showed up, and finished with the same grade as me. So if we ended with 
the same grade, what was the point? Why even try if we’re all getting A’s anyway? I 
think that when you remove punishment and rewards, a person’s true heart is revealed. 
If you remove eternal punishment from the equation (as Paul is talking about in this 
passage), the selfish person will increase their selfishness, while the good-hearted will 
reach heights of new life they never thought possible. Life in Christ is not about the 
reward and punishment of Heaven and Hell. It’s about the new life that is possible 
through the freedom that comes from God’s love.  
 
Prayer: Loving God, free me from the prison of my own self-condemnation and help me 
to discover who I truly am in your freedom. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday, November 28, 2022 
Rev. Zack Jackson, Open Table United Church of Christ, Pottstown, PA 



 
 
 

 
Genesis 9:8-13 (Common English Bible) 

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “I am now setting up my covenant 
with you, with your descendants, and with every living being with you—with the birds, 
with the large animals, and with all the animals of the earth, leaving the ark with you. I 
will set up my covenant with you so that never again will all life be cut off by 
floodwaters. There will never again be a flood to destroy the earth.” 

God said, “This is the symbol of the covenant that I am drawing up between me 
and you and every living thing with you, on behalf of every future generation. I have 
placed my bow in the clouds; it will be the symbol of the covenant between me and the 
earth. 

 
Reflection: God makes a covenant (a formal and binding agreement) with Noah and all 
people and animals on the earth, promising that God will never again destroy the earth 
with a flood. When we see a rainbow, we remember God’s faithfulness and promise to 
us. During the season of Advent, we await the birth of Savior, Jesus.  He ushers in a new 
covenant between God and us, forgiveness of our sins by reliance on Christ’s saving 
grace, rather than by dependence on the law.  This grace gives us the freedom to rest in 
that grace, rather than living in fear of breaking God’s laws.  In the busy days leading up 
to Christmas, let us take the time to rest in grace. 
 
Prayer: Faithful God, we thank you for your steadfast love.  Your promises are always 
true, and never change.  Give us each the strength to rest easily in those promises, in the 
confidence of your love.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, November 29, 2022 
Mrs. Nancy McNabb, One United Church of Christ, Kenhorst, PA 



 
 
 

 
Matthew 24:26-35 (New Revised Standard Version) 

So, if they say to you, “Look! He is in the wilderness”, do not go out. If they say, 
“Look! He is in the inner rooms”, do not believe it. For as the lightning comes from the 
east and flashes as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Wherever 
the corpse is, there the vultures will gather. 

‘Immediately after the suffering of those days 
the sun will be darkened, 

    and the moon will not give its light; 
the stars will fall from heaven, 

    and the powers of heaven will be shaken. 
Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of 

the earth will mourn, and they will see “the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 
heaven” with power and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet 
call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other. ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see all these things, 
you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 
away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. 
 
Reflection: Through the Advent season, each generation walks through a time of 
anticipation. We search for a time when there is peace on earth, goodwill toward men, 
and the love of Christ can be seen in all. For it was God who made the way for Jesus to 
reach the ends of the earth. Anticipating is active. We expect each new day will be 
different, and we delight when there are indicators of new life through the cold frozen, 
sometimes barren land. Where do you see signs of God’s kingdom among us? The 
symbol of hope remembering Jesus Christ’s birth brings anticipation that the best is yet 
to come. In the meantime, Emmanuel, Christ is with us.  
 
Prayer: Gracious God, you sent your son so that we may experience your love for all 
people. Bring us signs of your grace and new life through this season. So may we be open 
to the movements of your love and new life in Christ in our path. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, November 30, 2022 
Rev. Melissa Burkhart, Pleasantville United Church of Christ, Chalfont, PA 



 
 
 
 

 
Psalm 72:1-4 (New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition) 
Give the king your justice, O God, 
    and your righteousness to a king’s son. 
May he judge your people with righteousness 
    and your poor with justice. 
 May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, 
    and the hills, in righteousness. 
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 
    give deliverance to the needy, 
    and crush the oppressor.  
 
Reflection: Every day I spend six and half hours occupying a room with people who have 
no sense of chronology. In addition to pastoring, I teach first grade, and let me tell you, 
first graders have no concept of time. Hours, days, and weeks mean little to them. My 
students keep telling me their birthday is next week (it’s really in May). They have been 
telling me Christmas is tomorrow since September! This distinct lack of chronology is a 
good attitude for us adults to adopt for Advent. Advent is a season that messes with our 
sense of time: both the past and the future become the present as we await Jesus’ birth 
and look forward to his return. We tend to forget that latter sense of Advent, where the 
future becomes the present. We aren’t just counting down the days until Christmas, but 
we’re marking time until Jesus returns to set all relationships right, lifting up the poor, 
delivering the needy, freeing the oppressed. This December, may we all be a little bit 
more like first graders, giving up our sense of how time is supposed to go and believing 
every day that Christmas, that Jesus’ return, is definitely tomorrow. 
 
Prayer: Holy God, Creator of time itself, suspend our awareness of passing time so that 
we can focus on the excitement your coming awakens. Help us not be focused so much 
on everything we feel must happen between now and December 25th. Slow us down, we 
pray, and refocus us on the joy your nearing presence brings. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, December 1, 2022 
Rev. Rebecca Hoover, One United Church of Christ, Kenhorst, PA 



 
 

 
 
 

 
Isaiah 30:19-26 (New Revised Standard Version) 

Truly, O people in Zion, inhabitants of Jerusalem, you shall weep no more. He will 
surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when he hears it, he will answer you. 
Though the Lord may give you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, yet 
your Teacher will not hide himself any more, but your eyes shall see your Teacher. And 
when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left, your ears shall hear a word 
behind you, saying, ‘This is the way; walk in it.’ Then you will defile your silver-covered 
idols and your gold-plated images. You will scatter them like filthy rags; you will say to 
them, ‘Away with you!’ 

He will give rain for the seed with which you sow the ground, and grain, the 
produce of the ground, which will be rich and plenteous. On that day your cattle will 
graze in broad pastures; and the oxen and donkeys that till the ground will eat silage, 
which has been winnowed with shovel and fork. On every lofty mountain and every high 
hill there will be brooks running with water—on a day of the great slaughter, when the 
towers fall. Moreover, the light of the moon will be like the light of the sun, and the light 
of the sun will be sevenfold, like the light of seven days, on the day when the Lord binds 
up the injuries of his people, and heals the wounds inflicted by his blow. 
 
Reflection: What makes you weep?  What is making you weep, right now?  There is no is 
no shortage of suffering, pain, and loss in the world right now, but I wonder, what is 
making you weep? 

Though we might try everything we can to avoid expressing our emotions, 
especially publicly and especially, especially those ones we might consider “dark,” our 
God is one who hears our hearts and answers our cries. The Lord longs to accompany us 
on the journey, and one might wonder what peace we might sacrifice because we are 
unwilling to acknowledge what is happening in our hearts, especially before God.  
Advent is a season of longing and hope: longing for what hasn’t happened yet and 
hoping for what might.  Today, may we receive God’s invitation to lay it all out there, to 
utter the things going on inside that we are trying to hide, and allow God to come 
alongside us.   
 
Prayer: Holy One who hears, who listens, who sees, who longs for our wholeness, hear 
the cries of our hearts.  Draw near to us and assure us that whatever we are holding, 
whatever is breaking our hearts open, that we do not have to face it alone. May you 
grant us hope in our longing. Amen.  
 

Friday, December 2, 2022 
Rev. Nichole Jackson, Open Table United Church of Christ, Pottstown, PA 



 
 
 

 
Isaiah 40:3-5 (New Revised Standard Version) 
A voice cries out: 
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
   and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
   and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
   and all people shall see it together, 
   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 
 
Reflection: Advent is kind of a scary season, and not just because of how busy it can be.  
It’s scary to take seriously the words of the prophet Isaiah that we hear every year 
around this time, when he cries out in the wilderness, telling us to prepare the way of 
the Lord by lifting up the valleys and bringing down the mountains.  
It’s scary to take seriously a call to level the playing field, to creating a system of equity 
and equality.  

It’s scary, because the truth is that in a world where some have too much and 
others have too little, those of us with any extra will have to give something up if we 
want to live into God’s dream and vision for humanity.   
Still, it will be on the level field, the smooth plane, the equitable community, where the 
Glory of the Lord will be revealed. Let us pray that God will continue to form us into 
people who are willing to be brought low so that others might rise. 
 
Prayer: Help us to prepare your way, O Lord. Quiet and humble the parts of us that cling 
to power and wealth. Strengthen and encourage the parts of us that feel unimportant 
and unloved. Help us above all to create a world where all of your children have enough, 
so that we can see your glory in our loving and equitable communities. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 3, 2022 
Rev. Selina Hamilton, Rosedale United Church of Christ, Laureldale, PA 



 
 
 

 
Matthew 3:1-3 (New Revised Standard Version) 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’ ” 
 
Reflection: In this season, there are many voices calling out to us for our attention: the 
voices of the retailers telling us the latest and greatest thing that we should buy, the 
musical voices of carolers, the voices of our loved ones demanding things, our own inner 
voices nagging us about tasks we have yet to complete. In and amongst these voices, is 
another voice. Perhaps not the loudest voice of them all, but one that demands to be 
heard above the others, the voice of God’s people. A voice that comes to us from the 
edges of the society, the wilderness of the secular world, and reminds us that Advent is 
not about stuff. It is about preparing the way for God to arrive into the world once 
again. In preparation, Advent calls us to listen to and see the ones on the margins of our 
society and know that Jesus speaks to us from among them.  
Fellow Christians, let us prepare ourselves, for Christ’s arrival. Let us go out into the 
margins and the wilderness of our world and find the places Jesus dwells. Let us prepare 
our hearts, minds, and souls to receive Christ not with complicated rituals and the 
exhausting pursuit of the perfect holiday, but by embracing simplicity and by hearing 
the call to meet the needs of those less fortunate than ourselves. The voices that truly 
matter are the voices of God’s people, not the voices of the world.  
 
Prayer: Holy God help us to listen to the voices of your people. Empower us to venture 
into the wilderness in order to prepare for Christ’s arrival. Nurture within us the holy 
spark of your incarnation, that we might reflect the coming light of your kingdom. Amen.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 
Rev. Matthew Hoover, Pleasantville United Church of Christ, Chalfont, PA 



 
 
 

 
Psalm 21 (Common English Bible) 
The king celebrates your strength, LORD; 
    look how happy he is about your saving help! 
You’ve given him what his heart desires; 
    you haven’t denied what his lips requested. Selah 
You bring rich blessings right to him; 
    you put a crown of pure gold on his head. 
 He asked you for life, 
    and you gave it to him, all right— 
    long days, forever and always! 
 The king’s reputation is great 
    because of your saving help; 
    you’ve conferred on him glory and grandeur. 
You grant him blessings forever; 
    you make him happy 
        with the joy of your presence. 
Because the king trusts the LORD, 
    and because of the Most High’s faithful love, 
        he will not stumble. 
 

Reflection: Like many of the Psalms, this one begins with the words “A psalm of David.” 
This lets the reader know that the Psalm is attributed to David and can often be related 
to something that happened in King David’s lifetime. This particularly Psalm has such a 
positive vibe – celebrating everything God has done for the King – fulfilling his heart’s 
desire, bestowing rich blessings, giving happiness and joy – and an assurance that the 
King won’t stumble because of God’s faithful love. The strange part is, we know King 
David did stumble, and not just a little. He cheated on his wife with Bathsheba, and then 
had Bathsheba’s husband murdered! Perhaps we can let this Psalm serve as a reminder, 
that even when we’re at our worst and have messed up big time; there is still room to 
praise God, space to feel blessed and joyful for God’s gifts in our lives, and comfort in 
God’s faithful love.  
 
Prayer:  God of our ancestors, we praise and celebrate your presence in our lives. We 
thank you for the many joys we know. Keep us from stumbling, Most High God, and 
when we do stumble, remind us that your blessing and presence remain with us always. 
Amen.  
 
 
 

Monday, December 5, 2022 
Rev. Kimberly Berenotto, Longswamp United Church of Christ, Mertztown, PA 



 
 
 

 
Isaiah 41:14 (New Revised Standard Version) 
Do not fear, you worm Jacob, 
    you maggot Israel! 
I will help you, says the Lord; 
    your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel. 
 
Reflection: Rejoice, maggots! The Lord is on your side! You, yes you. Not only the 
people who soar high like eagles or stand proud like lions, but you, the lowly worm and 
the wiggly maggot. The Lord is on your side right now. As you make your home among 
death and dying, the Lord is with you. As you feel the frightening vulnerability of your 
small, squishy self, the Lord is with you. As you are reviled and misunderstood by 
civilized society, the Lord is with you. The Lord is with you as you work tirelessly to 
create good soil for new life, as you clean wounds better than any antibiotic, and as you 
thanklessly transform death into new life. Do not waste your wild, precious life trying to 
live up to someone else’s standards of greatness. The Lord is with you where you are, 
and there is work that only you can accomplish. Rejoice, maggots! The Lord is with you.  
 
Prayer:  Great Spirit, you meet us wherever we are and you make us holy where we 
stand. Help us to find meaning in your call and joy in your salvation. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, December 6, 2022 
Rev. Zack Jackson, Open Table United Church of Christ, Pottstown, PA 



 
 
 

 
Matthew 12:33-37 (Common English Bible) 
“Either consider the tree good and its fruit good, or consider the tree rotten and its fruit 
rotten. A tree is known by its fruit.  Children of snakes! How can you speak good things 
while you are evil? What fills the heart comes out of the mouth.  Good people bring out 
good things from their good treasure. But evil people bring out evil things from their evil 
treasure.  I tell you that people will have to answer on Judgment Day for every useless 
word they speak. By your words you will be either judged innocent or condemned as 
guilty.” 
 
Reflection: Just like a tree, we are known by our fruit.  Jesus said that what fills the 
heart comes out of our mouths, and yet we often forget the impact that our harsh 
words can have on others. It’s too easy to speak without thinking, allowing anger and 
raw emotion to color what we say.  This is sinful, in that it drives a wedge between us 
and others. It’s also easy to feel frustration when we overload ourselves with activities 
and the busyness of getting ready for the perfect Christmas.  Let’s take time to reflect 
on the hope, peace, love and joy we celebrate during this time of waiting for the coming 
of Jesus. 
 
Prayer: God of love, fill my heart with your love, that my words may be a reflection of 
you. May I have the strength to offer grace to others, secure in the knowledge that you 
never fail to offer grace to me.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, December 7, 2022 
Mrs. Nancy McNabb, One United Church of Christ, Kenhorst, PA 



 
 
 

 
Ruth: 1: 6-18 (New Revised Standard Version) 
Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she 
had heard in the country of Moab that the Lord had had consideration for his people 
and given them food. So she set out from the place where she had been living, she and 
her two daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. 
But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, ‘Go back each of you to your mother’s 
house. May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. 
The Lord grant that you may find security, each of you in the house of your husband.’ 
Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. They said to her, ‘No, we will return with 
you to your people.’ But Naomi said, ‘Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with 
me? Do I still have sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? Turn back, 
my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. Even if I thought there 
was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear sons, would you then 
wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, 
it has been far more bitter for me than for you, because the hand of the Lord has turned 
against me.’ Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth 
clung to her. 

So she said, ‘See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; 
return after your sister-in-law.’ But Ruth said, ‘Do not press me to leave you or to turn 
back from following you! Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your 
people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die, I will die— there will I 
be buried. May the Lord do thus and so to me, and more as well, if even death parts me 
from you!’ When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more 
to her. 
 
Reflection: Naomi was grieving the loss of her husband and sons. Wanting more for her 
daughters-in-law, she tried to send them back to their respective families to build a new 
future. Ruth was adamant that their future was tied together through family and love. 
These two women would figure life out in a new way together, and their fate would be 
one that would lead to new life. Intentionally listening with one another allows one to 
feel fully heard and accepted. 

Grief does not always include the loss of a loved one, though that is the most 
common. The stages of grief include shock and denial, pain and guilt, anger, depression, 
acceptance, and hope. What situation involving loss is calling you to prayer? Who are 
you holding today that is grieving? 
 
Prayer: God of grace guide us to be in community and relationship so that we may sit 
with and listen intently so that others may be seen and heard where they are today. May 
we faithfully walk with you so that we can be your light in the world. Amen. 

Thursday, December 8, 2022 
Rev. Melissa Burkhart, Pleasantville United Church of Christ, Chalfont, PA 



 
 
 

 
Ruth 4:13-17 (New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition) 

So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. When they came together, 
the Lord made her conceive, and she bore a son.  Then the women said to Naomi, 
“Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you this day without next-of-kin, and may his 
name be renowned in Israel! He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your 
old age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, 
has borne him.” Then Naomi took the child and laid him in her bosom and became his 
nurse. The women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born 
to Naomi.” They named him Obed; he became the father of Jesse, the father of David.  
 
Reflection: This reading from the book of Ruth is like a cherry on top of a sundae, the 
proverbial “and they lived happily ever after” conclusion to Ruth and Naomi’s harrowing 
tale. (If you aren’t familiar with the plotline of Ruth, the entire book is well worth the 
15-20 minutes it takes to read it.) After all the losses they suffered, the dislocation and 
relocation these women had to do, and the grueling effort of rebuilding a life, Naomi 
and Ruth’s story ends with blessing, somewhat like a feel-good Christmas movie. The 
power of these women’s story, though, lies not with Ruth getting the man and having 
the baby, but the fact that Ruth becomes a direct ancestor of the Messiah. Jesus’ family 
tree draws together all sorts of branches, including a non-Jewish outsider like Ruth. God 
used this unexpected branch to bless the family of David and bless the whole world. In 
this season when family takes on different nuances, what branches of our family tree do 
we need to examine in prayer? What blessings might God be trying to give us from the 
surprising parts of our stories? 
 
Prayer: Holy God, we know family is a complicated blessing. In this season when losses 
take on sharper edges and relationships feel different, help us search for your Spirit’s 
presence in the midst of our connections. Through examining our stories with your grace, 
may we find renewed strength, deeper wisdom, and greater compassion. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, December 9, 2022 
Rev. Rebecca Hoover, One United Church of Christ, Kenhorst, PA 



 
 
 

 
Psalm 146:5-10 (Common English Bible) 
The person whose help is the God of Jacob—the person whose hope rests on the Lord 
their God—is truly happy! God: the maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them, God: who is faithful forever, who gives justice to people who are oppressed, who 
gives bread to people who are starving! The Lord: who frees prisoners. 
The Lord: who makes the blind see. The Lord: who straightens up those who are bent 
low. The Lord: who loves the righteous. The Lord: who protects immigrants, who helps 
orphans and widows, but who makes the way of the wicked twist and turn! The Lord will 
rule forever! Zion, your God will rule from one generation to the next! Praise the Lord! 
 
Reflection: Our scriptures reveal to us that faith isn’t just about believing the “right” 
things, or having some surface-level morality or piety.  Faith in the God, as revealed in 
the Bible, is a faith of action, a faith that unleashes freedom for people who are 
oppressed.  Our psalmist reminds us that God gives justice to those from whom it has 
been deprived. Our psalmist reminds us that God feeds the hungry. Our psalmist 
reminds us that God frees prisoners, heals those folks with infirmities, offers protection 
for immigrants, orphans, and widows, and messes up the plans of those who do the 
opposite.   

If that is who God is and what God cares about, what kind of lives might that call 
us to live into? What work might God be calling us to? Let us prayerfully consider these 
questions, opening our hearts to the answers God is providing.   
 
Prayer: God of liberation, of justice, of generosity and compassion, reorient our eyes to 
your character and your values.  Remind us of what’s really at the heart of this life of 
faith, and lovingly guide us along your paths.  Help us to be co-creators of a world that 
brings your peace, your justice, and your grace. Amen.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 10, 2022 
Rev. Nichole Jackson, Open Table United Church of Christ, Pottstown, PA 



 
 
 

 
Luke 1:46-55 (New Revised Standard Version) 
And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants 
for ever.’ 
 
Reflection: By this point in the “Christmas Music” season (which for some of us began 
back on November 1), you’ve probably heard the song “Mary Did You Know?” It’s a song 
that wonders if Mary knew how amazing, miraculous, and world-changing her Son 
would be. The answer to the question, “Mary, did you know?” is right here, in the 
Gospel of Luke. When Mary learns that she will bear God’s Son, she sings a song of her 
own, praising God for all that her Baby Boy will do: bring mercy, show strength, humble 
the proud, bring down the powerful and lift up the lowly, fill the hungry with good 
things and send the rich away empty. Mary knew that her Son would be the one to fulfill 
the promises that God had been making to God’s people throughout the witness of 
Scripture. 

Mary knew, and she invites us to know, too. Her words invite us into the ministry 
of Jesus, the ministry of feeding the hungry and caring for the lowly. Her words invite us 
to choose to align ourselves with worldly power or with God’s Power. Which will we 
choose? 
 
Prayer: God our Savior, the Mighty One who does great things for us, help us to turn 
away from the siren song of worldly power. Help us to see you where you are: with the 
hungry, the poor, and the lowly. Help us to meet you there in love and kinship and 
service, with Jesus, Mary’s Son, our Brother. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 11, 2022 
Rev. Selina Hamilton, Rosedale United Church of Christ, Laureldale, PA 



 
 
 

 
Psalm 42:1-3, 11 (New Revised Standard Version) 
As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God. My soul thirsts for 
God, for the living God. When shall I come and behold the face of God? My tears have 
been my food day and night, while people say to me continually, “Where is your God?” 
Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within me? 
Hope in God, for I shall again praise him, my help and my God. 
 
Reflection:  For me, one of the most valuable worship services offered during the 
Advent Season is the Blue Christmas or Longest Night Service. On the surface, this 
service is one that might feel antithetical to our usual approach for this time of the year. 
The Blue Christmas or Longest Night Service acknowledges for some this season is filled 
with tears and sadness, not joy. For those who have lost loves ones, for those who are 
lonely, for those for whom this season brings pain, a Blue Christmas Service does what 
the psalmist does in Psalm 42, it brings our tears and sadness to God. The psalmist 
reminds us that God sees and cares about our tears and sadness. It also reminds us that 
God does not leave us in our grief forever, but continually offers us hope. Hope that our 
loved ones are never truly gone from us, hope found in the community of Christ that 
surrounds us when we feel isolated, hope that this season does not have to solely be 
about carrying the pain of our past but can be about finding joy once again. One day, we 
“shall [indeed once] again praise God.” Even if you are not quite ready to praise God just 
yet, know that divine hope awaits us and stands ready to break into our lives, even (and 
perhaps especially if) we don’t think it’s possible in this moment. Divine impossible hope 
stands ready to come into our lives. I can think of no better Advent message. Blessings 
to all whose “tears feel like food day and night” for to you Christ will be born.    
 
Prayer: O God when tears feel overwhelming and sadness grips us, remind us that hope 
still blooms. May the sign of your birth remind us that if You can put on flesh and dwell 
among us, nothing is impossible. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday, December 12, 2022 
Rev. Matthew Hoover, Pleasantville United Church of Christ, Chalfont, PA 



 
 
 

 
Ezekiel 47:7-12 (New Revised Standard Version) 

As I came back, I saw on the bank of the river a great many trees on the one side 
and on the other. He said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes 
down into the Arabah, and when it enters the sea, the sea of stagnant waters, the water 
will become fresh. Wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, 
and there will be very many fish once these waters reach there. It will become fresh, 
and everything will live where the river goes. People will stand fishing beside the sea 
from En-gedi to En-eglaim; it will be a place for the spreading of nets; its fish will be of a 
great many kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea. But its swamps and marshes will not 
become fresh; they are to be left for salt. On the banks, on both sides of the river, there 
will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail, but 
they will bear fresh fruit every month, because the water for them flows from the 
sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food and their leaves for healing.” 
 
Reflection: What does sanctuary mean to you? It’s what we call the physical spaces we 
worship in each week, but in the dictionary, sanctuary is defined as a place of refuge or 
safety. Where do you feel safest and most comfortable? Where do you go when you 
need time of refuge and respite? 

Today’s scripture is a section of Ezekiel’s future vision of the new and restored 
temple in all its glory for the people of Israel. A place where water flows out of the 
sanctuary of God’s holy presence – where life flourishes and is nourished in every spot 
the water touches. I can only imagine this image feels safe and comforting as the 
Israelites are currently captive in Babylon, exiled away from their homes: Hoping to 
return to the places they feel protection and the shelter of God’s presence. 
 
Prayer: Nourishing God, may our churches and our homes feel like sanctuaries; may they 
be places of refuge comfort not only ourselves, but for all people. May your waters of 
peace and flourishing flow into our lives and create restoration among us and among 
those who feel lost and abandoned. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, December 13, 2022 
Rev. Kimberly Berenotto, Longswamp United Church of Christ, Mertztown, PA 



 
 
 

 
Matthew 8:14-17 (New Revised Standard Version) 

When he came to the other side, to the region of the Gadarenes, two men 
possessed by demons came out of the tombs and met him. They were so fierce that no 
one could pass that way. Suddenly they shouted, “What have you to do with us, Son of 
God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?” Now a large herd of swine 
was feeding at some distance from them. The demons begged him, “If you cast us out, 
send us into the herd of swine.” And he said to them, “Go!” So they came out and 
entered the swine, and suddenly, the whole herd stampeded down the steep bank into 
the sea and drowned in the water. The swineherds ran off, and, going into the town, 
they told the whole story about what had happened to the men possessed by demons. 
Then the whole town came out to meet Jesus, and when they saw him they begged him 
to leave their region. 
 
Reflection: The Gospel is not good news for everyone. I know that’s not normally how 
we present it in our “seeker friendly” churches, but I mean it. For the poor outcasts 
whose lives were saved and the faithful who followed Jesus, the Gospel was good news 
that day. For the town leaders who were afraid of losing their livelihoods, the Gospel 
was bad news that day. The Son of God stood in their midst, and they begged him to 
leave because Jesus always brings disruption, and the comfortable often feel that the 
hardest. A wildfire is bad news for the established trees and brush that have dominated 
the landscape, but it is good news to the conifers whose seeds require the heat and for 
the smaller plants that could not otherwise outcompete the old growth. In the end, the 
justice of God is for the benefit of all, but it can be hard for the mountain to accept that 
as it is being made low so that the valleys might be lifted up (Isaiah 40). As we move 
closer to Christmas, let us contemplate who the story of Jesus lifts up (the unwed 
teenage mother, the migrant field workers, and the helpless child) and who misses the 
message (the religious, the pious, and the powerful), and let us find the Gospel to be 
good news in our lives too. 
 
Prayer: Lord of the lowly, align our hearts with yours. May we mourn and rejoice as one 
with you. May your Gospel be good news to us, and may we bring that good news to 
others. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 
Rev. Zack Jackson, Open Table United Church of Christ, Pottstown, PA 



 
 
 

 
Galatians 3:26-29 (Common English Bible) 

You are all God’s children through faith in Christ Jesus.  All of you who were 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek; 
there is neither slave nor free; nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. Now if you belong to Christ, then indeed you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs 
according to the promise. 

 
Reflection: How do you describe yourself? Male, Female? Mother, Father, Daughter, 
Son? We identify ourselves in many different ways – some are internal characteristics, 
some are external. Yet, despite our differences, there is something that we all have in 
common. Jesus Christ has looked beyond all of your external qualifiers. He has looked 
within and he’s recognized YOU, he acknowledges and claims you in all your humanity, 
your God given dignity. He has claimed your soul. You are his. 

“Ubuntu,” a Zulu word, is the awareness that we’re all connected. We recognize 
the humanity of each other; we manifest the qualities of compassion and empathy with 
one another. As Christians, we are connected to each other through Christ, and we are 
all equal in Jesus’ sight. 
 
Prayer: God of us all, we thank you for having redeemed us through the grace of Jesus 
Christ.  Help us to remember to treat others with compassion and understanding, 
acknowledging that we are all the same in your sight.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 
Mrs. Nancy McNabb, One United Church of Christ, Kenhorst, PA 



 
 
 

 
2 Samuel 7:18-22 (New Revised Standard Version) 

Then King David went in and sat before the Lord, and said, ‘Who am I, O Lord 
God, and what is my house, that you have brought me thus far? And yet this was a small 
thing in your eyes, O Lord God; you have spoken also of your servant’s house for a great 
while to come. May this be instruction for the people, O Lord God! And what more can 
David say to you? For you know your servant, O Lord God! Because of your promise, and 
according to your own heart, you have wrought all this greatness, so that your servant 
may know it. Therefore you are great, O Lord God; for there is no one like you, and 
there is no God besides you, according to all that we have heard with our ears. 
 
Reflection: King David presents what he understands as God’s covenant, asking God to 
fulfill his promise. As David sat before the Lord humbly with intention in this time and 
place, he prayed with his heart. What is on your heart to bring before God today?  
 
Prayer: O gracious God, we thank you for your mercy and eternal love. May we always 
open our hearts to you in fervent prayer. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, December 16, 2022 
Rev. Melissa Burkhart, Pleasantville United Church of Christ, Chalfont, PA 



 
 
 

 
Psalm 80:1-7 (New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition) 
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth 
before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. 
Stir up your might, and come to save us! 
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 
You have fed them with the bread of tears and given them tears to drink in full measure. 
You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among themselves. 
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.  
 
Reflection: While it’s a week until Christmas Eve as you read this devotion, it’s a couple 
of days before Halloween as I write it. The world as I write feels uncertain with mid-term 
elections, cold and flu season, and wars raging. In the few weeks between writing and 
reading, I’m suspicious not much has changed about the state of the world, although 
the merriness and brightness of the Christmas season is in full blast, obscuring the 
anxiety underneath. For us, the Christmas season feels almost like a break from real life. 
We’re busy making the world glittery and cozy, hauling out holly and putting trees up 
before our spirits fall again, to quote the song, “We Need a Little Christmas.” Yet the 
Christmas season as our culture proclaims it isn’t the same as Advent. Advent is the time 
before Christmas, yet Advent makes room for uncertainties and fears we hold. In fact, 
Advent lays them before the throne of God. If the state of the world this Advent is giving 
you pause, and the Christmas music around you leaves you feeling unsatisfied, I suggest 
adopting a new song for this season: Psalm 80. Go back and read the words. Let Psalm 
80 speak to your worries and carry them to God. 
 
Prayer: Holy One, restore us, we pray, and shine your light upon us so that we might be 
saved. Free us from our fears. Wrestle us from our worries. Stir up your might, your 
compassion, and your justice so that may be saved from our concerns and from 
ourselves. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 17, 2022 
Rev. Rebecca Hoover, One United Church of Christ, Kenhorst, PA 



 
 
 

 
Matthew 1:18-25 (New Revised Standard Version) 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 
pregnant from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling 
to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet: 
  “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall 
name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, 
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife but had no 
marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 
 
Reflection: Sometimes I forget how ridiculous this story sounds.  If I had come home 
and told my fiancée when we were engaged, “I’m pregnant, not with your child, 
obviously, but also, I didn’t cheat on you – God impregnated me,” I’m not so sure that 
he would take me at my word.  It’s no wonder Joseph was ready to break up the 
engagement! This didn’t smell good. It didn’t sound good. And it certainly didn’t look 
good.   

But. God showed up for Joseph. And God’s message was this: “don’t be afraid.” 
Don’t be afraid how this smells, how it sounds, how it looks. Don’t be afraid to believe 
this ridiculous story. Don’t be afraid to marry her.  Don’t be afraid.  I’m in this, and if I’m 
in this, you won’t have to face any of this alone.  Trust me.  
Just because something seems ridiculous, extraordinary, outrageous, doesn’t mean that 
it’s not of God.  Our holy scriptures tell stories, time and time again, of such things, and 
they are good reminders to not just shake our heads in disbelief when it seems like God 
is calling us, or someone we love, to something similar. May we take the risk to trust 
that God’s words are still the same: “Don’t be afraid. Trust.”   
 
Prayer: God of the extraordinary and the mundane, open our eyes to what You’re 
revealing to us in this season. Help us to see the miraculous at work. Help us not to be 
afraid. Help us to trust you, as our brother Joseph did long ago.  Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 18, 2022 
Rev. Nichole Jackson, Open Table United Church of Christ, Pottstown, PA 



 
 
 

 
Genesis 17:3-5, 15-16 (New Revised Standard Version) 

Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, ‘As for me, this is my covenant 
with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name 
be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a 
multitude of nations… 

God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but 
Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will 
bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’ 
 
Reflection: 
Before God’s promise to Abram and Sarai was fulfilled, God changed their names to 
Abraham and Sarah. God changed how they identified themselves and how the world 
around them knew them.  
During this season of waiting for and preparing to celebrate God’s promise in the birth 
of Jesus, God is at work in us, changing us and making us ready for what will come next.  
This week will be a busy one for a lot of us. I hope we all will take the time we need to 
be still and listen, to feel where God is working in us and changing us. Pay attention to 
who God is calling you to be. Pay attention to how God wants you to identify in the 
world. Pay attention to how God wants you to be seen and known by God and by your 
community. Pay attention to how God is already blessing you. 
 
Prayer: God of our ancestors, help us to trust in your promises enough to trust the ways 
you are changing us. Help us to slow down in this season enough to see the ways you are 
changing us. Help us to live in the world in new ways because you are changing us. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday, December 19, 2022 
Rev. Selina Hamilton, Rosedale United Church of Christ, Laureldale, PA 



 
 
 

 
1 Samuel 2:1-10 (New Revised Standard Version) 
Hannah prayed and said, “My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  
My mouth derides my enemies because I rejoice in your victory. 
There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly; let not arrogance come from your mouth,  
for the LORD is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. 
The bows of the mighty are broken, but the feeble gird on strength. 
Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, but those who were hungry 
are fat with spoil. The barren has borne seven, but she who has many children is forlorn. 
The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low; he also exalts. 
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap 
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor. 
For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 
He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked will perish in darkness, 
    for not by might does one prevail. 
The LORD! His adversaries will be shattered; the Most High[b] will thunder in heaven. 
The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give strength to his king and exalt the 
power of his anointed.” 
 
Reflection: God is a punk rocker!!! 

Hannah’s Song upon Samuel’s conception like Mary’s Magnificat (which was 
modeled on Hannah’s words) is a punk rock anthem. It proclaims the radical reversal of 
fortunes and protests the status quo that saw the powerless taken advantage of in 
God’s name. Hannah resists the exploitation of poor by the powerful and demands 
justice. Ultimately, Hannah places her faith in God’s agenda and God’s justice. Hannah 
knows that God will not put up with those (like Eli’s sons) who misuse God’s name to 
only benefit themselves. God will prevail, justice will be done, the poor and marginalized 
will be lifted up. This Advent and every Advent remember that worldly powers cannot 
resist God’s action in the world. Get ready! The world is about to transform in a manger.  
 
Prayer: Holy and disruptive God, help us to participate in the holy revolution of Advent. 
Help us stand against oppression and to resist the forces of evil. Make us divine punks for 
kingdom of God. Amen.  
 
P.S If you are uncertain about the intersection of Punk Rock and Christianity check out 
hymnsfortheapocalypse.com  
 
 

Tuesday, December 20, 2022 
Rev. Matthew Hoover, Pleasantville United Church of Christ, Chalfont, PA 

about:blank#fen-NRSVUE-7251b


 
 
 

 

Matthew 1:1-17 (The Messsage) 
The family tree of Jesus Christ, David’s son, Abraham’s son: Abraham had Isaac, 

Isaac had Jacob, Jacob had Judah and his brothers, Judah had Perez and Zerah (the 
mother was Tamar), Perez had Hezron, Hezron had Aram, Aram had Amminadab, 
Amminadab had Nahshon, Nahshon had Salmon, Salmon had Boaz (his mother was 
Rahab), Boaz had Obed (Ruth was the mother), Obed had Jesse, Jesse had David, and 
David became king. David had Solomon (Uriah’s wife was the mother), Solomon had 
Rehoboam, Rehoboam had Abijah, Abijah had Asa, Asa had Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat 
had Joram, Joram had Uzziah, Uzziah had Jotham, Jotham had Ahaz, Ahaz had Hezekiah, 
Hezekiah had Manasseh, Manasseh had Amon, Amon had Josiah, Josiah had Jehoiachin 
and his brothers, and then the people were taken into the Babylonian exile. When the 
Babylonian exile ended, Jeconiah had Shealtiel, Shealtiel had Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel 
had Abiud, Abiud had Eliakim, Eliakim had Azor, Azor had Zadok, Zadok had Achim, 
Achim had Eliud, Eliud had Eleazar, Eleazar had Matthan, Matthan had Jacob, Jacob had 
Joseph, Mary’s husband, the Mary who gave birth to Jesus, the Jesus who was called 
Christ. There were fourteen generations from Abraham to David, another fourteen from 
David to the Babylonian exile, and yet another fourteen from the Babylonian exile to 
Christ. 
 

Reflection: You wanted to read 17 verses of names today, right? Sure, you did. For 
many, this list of names is glazed over to get to the good stuff – the story of the birth of 
Jesus that comes next. This list is often read as a way to connect Jesus’ genealogy to the 
fathers and mothers of our faith throughout scripture. See Jesus – he is descendent 
from King David, from Abraham, and so many others! Despite the ways this genealogy 
doesn’t match with many Old Testament stories, the lineage even leads to Joseph – who 
isn’t technically Jesus’ biological father. Yet, the writer of Matthew finds it important to 
connect Jesus to these specific descendants of our faith even though this list includes 
people who have been unfaithful, harmed and hurt others, lied, stolen, cheated, and 
even murdered. It also includes people who have devoutly followed God their whole 
lives too. 

Why put Jesus at the end of this list? It helps us reconfigure our understanding of 
who Jesus is being born for. If the forbearers of Jesus are a mixture of unseemly 
characters and faithful followers (or a little of both at the same time) so too is the 
church today. The family of God has always, and still does, welcome all.  
 

Prayer: God of our past, present, and future, we thank you for a diverse and interesting 
line of ancestors leading up to your son, Jesus Christ. Bless all our family trees and our 
chosen families – those faithful followers and the unseemly characters. Create in us 
hearts that welcome all into your family, your kin-dom, as your son Jesus intended. 
Amen.  

Wednesday, December 21, 2022 
Rev. Kimberly Berenotto, Longswamp United Church of Christ, Mertztown, PA 



 
 
 

 
Luke 1:52-53 (New Revised Standard Version) 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty. 
 
Reflection: My favorite t-shirt was designed by an artist at my old church in Philly. It 
features Mary, the mother of Jesus, in a flowing boxing robe, fist held high, and foot 
crushing a serpent and a skull. Flanking her triumphant pose are the words, “Fill the 
hungry, lift the lowly, cast down the mighty, send the rich away”. Since it’s such a non-
traditional picture of Mary, most folks don’t recognize her, and by extension, don’t 
realize that the words are hers. I’ve been accused of being a “radical leftist” or a 
“godless Marxist” while wearing a shirt emblazoned with scripture that we read in 
church every Advent. I find this endlessly amusing. When we hear the Bible read in the 
context of Church, our minds soften the message, somehow blurring the edges so that it 
doesn’t change us, but when the Bible hits us by surprise, we realize how powerful it 
truly is. Back in 2016, I made my own translation of the book of Amos in which I changed 
the names, places, and phrases to more accurately reflect what they would mean in our 
modern times. I posted a chapter in a Facebook group and was blocked for posting 
“dangerous content with the intent to incite violence”. Be wary when the Bible is easy 
to read and you agree with everything you see. Most of its authors did not die of natural 
causes, and hundreds of regimes over thousands of years have violently suppressed it 
for fear of the upheaval and liberation it brings (American slaveholders and pastors 
included). In this coming Christmas season, I pray that you would rediscover the 
wildness and danger contained within the pages of the Bible. May it frighten, disturb, 
and inspire you as it has done for thousands of years.  
 
Prayer: Lord of all, fill us with a holy cleansing fire. Burn away our comfort and 
complacency. May we see you with new eyes, and may your holy scriptures inspire us to 
greater works. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, December 22, 2022 
Rev. Zack Jackson, Open Table United Church of Christ, Pottstown, PA 



 
 
 

 
Luke 1:46-55 (Common English Bible) 
Mary said, “With all my heart I glorify the Lord! 
In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my savior. 
He has looked with favor on the low status of his servant. 
    Look! From now on, everyone will consider me highly favored 
because the mighty one has done great things for me. 
Holy is his name. 
He shows mercy to everyone, 
        from one generation to the next, 
        who honors him as God. 
He has shown strength with his arm. 
    He has scattered those with arrogant thoughts and proud inclinations. 
He has pulled the powerful down from their thrones 
        and lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things 
    and sent the rich away empty-handed. 
He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, 
        remembering his mercy, 
just as he promised to our ancestors, 
        to Abraham and to Abraham’s descendants forever.” 
 
Reflection: Mary’s exuberant, joy-filled song of praise to God fairly leaps off the page!  A 
young girl from a poor and undistinguished family has been chosen to bear the Messiah! 
Through the centuries, God had been promising redemption for God’s people. At last, 
the Savior would be born, proving God’s steadfast love for his creation. 

God would cause love’s greatest gift to be born among the lowliest of all people. 
With God’s power, he produces the greatest possible good from an inauspicious 
beginning.  God lifts us up from our lowest situation, just as he has always done.  
Rejoice! 
 
Prayer: God, you are greater than our imaginations could ever understand.  May all 
blessings, honor and glory be to you, O God, now and forever more.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, December 23, 2022 
Mrs. Nancy McNabb, One United Church of Christ, Kenhorst, PA 



 
 
 
 

 
Isaiah 7:10-16 (New Revised Standard Version) 
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the 
test.” Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil 
and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 
 
Reflection:  Signs are essential in this world. For example, an octagon-shaped sign 
painted red tells drivers to stop so as not to be in an accident. Some signs point 
pedestrians when and where to cross a street safely. A blue sign with a white H shows 
us the way to the hospital. Signs help us to live in peace.  

In this scripture, God gave a sign to a distressed king. His refusal to ask for a sign 
did not come from a place of faithfulness and humility. God sent a sign to the people 
anyway, bringing an attitude of faith. A baby born into a tumultuous world of war and 
fear. With the name Immanuel which means God with us. The Son of Man will be a 
teacher, healer, forgiving, judge, and savior for us. A sign, a promise of the faithfulness 
of God. May the sign we see this night fill us with peace in the light and hope of Jesus 
Christ, Immanuel, God with us. 
 
Prayer: Gracious and loving God, your love for your people is reflected in how you bring 
us back to you. We thank you for Jesus Christ, born to Mary and Joseph in a stable in 
Bethlehem, a sign of your love for us. May we know glimpses of your peace on earth as 
we await Christ’s second coming. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 24, 2022 
Rev. Melissa Burkhart, Pleasantville United Church of Christ, Chalfont, PA 



 
 
 

 
Luke 2:8-20 (New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition) 
Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not 
be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
 
Reflection: Merry Christmas! How are you feeling today? Greeting Christmas Day with 
terror is not an emotion most of us imagine. Anticipation, joy, exhaustion, or sleepy 
delight might be more accurate descriptors of how we receive this day. Yet reading 
through the classic Christmas story in Luke 2, the first emotion recounted in this story is 
terror. Having a host of angels suddenly rip open night’s darkness with the glory of the 
Lord would be unsettling. How quickly, though, the shepherds’ terror turned into joy 
and amazement! Before we get to the joy and amazement of today, we need to spend a 
little bit of time, not exactly in terror, but in being unsettled. A Savior has been born to 
us! While that is the best news possible, a Savior also means a rearranging of priorities 
and relationships. The Savior grows from a cute baby into a man who reorders 
everything, including the patterns of life and death. Jesus has been born among us once 
again, and everything should become different because of his presence. This Christmas, 
may we welcome the Christ Child by welcoming the reordering of relationships and 
priorities he asks of us. May we be quicker to offer compassion, slower to anger, faster 
to give generously, gentler with each other, and swifter to understand. 
 
Prayer: Holy God, we are in awe of what you did on this day long ago and what you 
continue to do in our world now. Unsettle us, we pray, and help us not be so comfortable 
with this season that we forget what Jesus was born to do: change everything to be 
ready for your realm. May we be eager participants in the totality of his story, sharing 
with everyone the life-changing power of your love. Amen. 
 

Sunday, December 25, 2022 
Rev. Rebecca Hoover, One United Church of Christ, Kenhorst, PA 


