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Communion Sunday 

*Indicates to rise as you are able in body and spirit.  

MUSIC PREPARES US FOR WORSHIP  
“If We Could See Beyond Today”             Clayton 

“In The Garden”                   Miles 

“In The Upper Room”              Gaither 

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: Sometimes we feel too small and insignificant to be of any notice to Jesus. 
People: Yet the Lord provides a way for us to know and see Jesus. 
Leader: Through faithfulness, compassion, love, hope, and joy; 
People: We are given the opportunity to witness to the Savior’s presence in our 
lives. 
Leader: Lord, help us when we forget how much we are loved by Christ. 
People: Open our hearts to receive his invitation while we worship this day. 
Amen.  

*HYMN                     O Come to Me, the Master Said    #442 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

CONFESSION  
All:  Lord of mercy, forgive us when we make excuses for our lack of faith. Too 
often, we let our selfishness and apathy get in the way of illumination and peace. 
We find ways to duck out of opportunities for service and witness, claiming that 
we are too small or too ill-equipped to be effective witnesses to Jesus Christ. 
How foolish we can be! All of our lives God has been present to us, whether we 

recognized it or not. God’s love is always surrounding us. Help us, O Lord. Stop 
us when we act faithless and self-centered. Open our hearts with your forgiving 
spirits that we may be effective witnesses to your love and compassion. For we 
ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Leader: You have always been loved by God. Know that you are healed and forgiven, 
that God has placed a special blessing on your life.  
People: Rejoice! For God is with us in all we say, think, and do. Amen! 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE   

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.       People: And also with you.   

CHILDREN’S CHOIR       Zacchaeus Was a Wee Little Man         Unknown 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
All children are welcome to come forward for the Children’s Message. Today is a Family 
Sunday. After the Children’s Message everyone returns to their seats or the PrayGround. 
Children’s Church, our Sunday School program, takes place every other week aside from 
Communion Sundays like today, which is when we encourage families to worship together!  

*HYMN             Rescue the Perishing           #736 

RESPONSIVE SCRIPTURE READING (BASED ON PSALM 32:1-7) 

Leader: Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 
covered.  
People: Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them and 
who has an honest spirit. 
Leader: When we keep silent in the face of our God, we waste away and groan all day 
long.  
People: For day and night, God’s hand is heavy upon us.  
Leader: Instead we can acknowledge our sin to God and no longer cover up our 
failings. 
People: We will confess our transgressions to the Lord!. 
Leader: And God will forgive us. Our guilt will be relieved.  
People: Therefore let all the faithful pray to God. Let all the faithful find God. 
Leader: God will be our hiding place and our protection from trouble. 
People: God will surround us with words and songs of liberation.  

SCRIPTURE READING                 Luke 19:1-10 
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SERMON   Zaccheus the Sinner?    Pastor Kim 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

CHOIR ANTHEM    In this Time of Holy Communion         Eugene Butler  

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

COMMUNION PRAYERS 

Leader: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
Leader: Holy One, you have made the world and love your creation. You entrusted us 
to care for it and for one another. But too often, Lord, your people turn away. You sent 
us prophets and leaders to show us the way of life; but our hearts hardened to the 
peace and justice you desire. In your infinite wisdom, you, God, send your son Jesus 
Christ to be our Savior. His dying and rising have set us free from the ways of sin and 
death. And so we gladly thank you, with the saints in all times and places, praising you 
together in song… 

SUNG RESPONSE           #2 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth, and sky, and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

REMEMBERING THE STORY 

Leader: On the night before Jesus died, he gathered his friends……By eating this 
bread and drinking this cup we participate in the mystery of our faith: 
People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever, Amen. 

SHARING THE MEAL 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

All: Holy Lord, thank you for entrusting us with the fullness of your grace 
through this communion meal. You have empowered us with the presence of 
your Holy Spirit. Grant to us joy in offering what we have to you, confidence in 
Christ’s forgiveness toward us, and peace in knowing God is present with us 
always; calling us to a life of following him. Amen.  

CALL TO OFFERING   

OFFERING & MISSION MOMENT  

*DOXOLOGY          #809 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above, you heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*OFFERING PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
All: God of all good gifts, keep us from overlooking the Zaccheus in our midst - 
those short on money, those short on hope, those short on food and resources. 
As we lift up our offerings this day, we pray you would open our hearts to 
recognize those in need all around us, especially those looking for you within 
our hearts. Amen.  

*HYMN        Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated                          #568 

BENEDICTION 

CLOSING MUSIC   “Let All Men Praise the Lord”          Keating 
 
Portions of this service were adapted from this week’s Worship Connection on Ministry Matters by Nancy 
C.Townley 

 



WELCOME TO LONGSWAMP UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST! 
This is our Weekly Beacon- November 16th-22nd, 2025 

Thanks for joining us for worship this morning as we partake in Holy Communion! Thank you 
also to the Children’s Choir and the Choir for singing for us today! 

Next week is our Thanksgiving service, where we’ll give thanks for the bounties of this past 
year and prepare for the upcoming year with a Congregational Meeting directly after the 
service. We need to approve next year’s budget and induct new appointees to various boards 
and committees. There will be special snacks available so please make sure to stay after the 
shortened service for the meeting! 

 Sharing Our Faith 
Looking ahead, be sure to mark these dates on your calendars! 

November 30th- 1st Sunday of Advent 
December 7th- 2nd Sunday of Advent, Christmas Nativity share. Bring your favorite nativity to 
display around the sanctuary and check out the sets that everyone else has, too. 
December 14th- 3rd Sunday of Advent, The annual LUCC Christmas Play! This year’s play is “A 
Longswamp Carol,” written and directed by our own Hope Deiaco. You don’t want to miss it! 
December 21st- 4th Sunday of Advent, The Moravian Love Feast with Harpist and Guitar duo, 
Sarajane and Ted Williams 
December 24th (Wednesday)- Christmas Eve Worship Service. The 7pm service will be family-
oriented and will feature a performance by the Loft Choir. The 11pm service is quieter and 
more contemplative, featuring a soloist. Both services have candlelight and communion. 

Reminders for Families! Christmas Play practice is every Sunday after worship and every 
Wednesday at 6:30pm! Make sure you have the morning of Saturday December 13th blocked 
off for dress rehearsal! The play is during worship on Sunday December 14th!   

Save the date for our Christmas Craft Night on December 4th! We’ll have two different times- 
10:30am and 7pm! Hopefully everyone can join us for some fun crafts and fellowship!  

Teaching What We Believe 
There will not be Children’s Church/Sunday School today because….Today is a Family Sunday! 
Family Sundays happen once a month when we have Communion and everyone stays in  hurch 
to worship together. This way the kids can participate in communion too! Children are 
welcome to sit with their families or visit our PrayGround. The PrayGround has extra activities 
on Family Communion Sundays but will be available every Sunday - even when we have 
Children’s Church/Sunday School. We want YOU to do what’s best for your family so kids are 
always welcome at Children’s Church/Sunday School or to stay in the sanctuary for worship. 
We have Children’s Church/Sunday School almost every Sunday, EXCEPT our once-a-month 
Family Sundays when we also share in Communion.  



Acting on Jesus’ Teachings 
November 2025 Local Mission - Christmas Cheer Program at Friend, Inc. Community  
Services and Operation Santa at Phoebe Allentown - Let’s make Christmas brighter for  
twenty local children and 25 residents at Phoebe Home in Allentown by providing a special 
Christmas present for each of them. The response to our November 2025 mission has been 
overwhelming after 2 Sundays of handing out names. We only have one child’s name/gift 
suggestions and four Phoebe Allentown residents’ names/gift suggestions remaining. Please 
return the Christmas presents for the 15 local children and the 25 residents of Phoebe 
Allentown to LUCC no later than Sunday, November 30, 2025.  

1. Christmas presents for 20 local children (only 1 name left) - Please feel free to include 
extra gifts (toys, books, etc. - based on the child’s interests listed on the instruction 
sheet - totally optional).  Please do not wrap the gifts for the children. Please include a 
roll of Christmas wrapping paper (optional items - tissue paper, 1 or 2 boxes, tape, and 
a bow for each box) with the presents for the 20 local children so their parents can 
wrap their presents.   

2. Christmas presents for 25 residents of Phoebe (only 4 names left) – Please 
remember  that we are asked to keep the cost of the presents for the residents at 
Phoebe Allentown at $20 or less. Please put the gifts for the Phoebe Allentown 
residents in a Christmas gift bag and tie the angel tag to the handles of the gift bag.     

Longswamp UCC Business 
Copies of our November Newsletter are available in the narthex! =Make sure you grab your 
copy today! 

 

 

 


