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World Communion Sunday 

*Indicates to rise as you are able in body and spirit.  

MUSIC PREPARES US FOR WORSHIP          Glenn Fisher, flute 

 "Lord of the Dance"        Shaker Melody, arr. Joel Raney 

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Japan) 
Leader: In a world that remains divided and in conflict, God is inviting us, to make us 
one.  
People: Today we gather around one table, in answer to God’s will.  
Leader: What do we find at today’s table?  
People: God's love, which endures all things and connects all things.  
Leader: What is not at today’s table?  
People: The many powers of the world, which seek to stand over others.  
Leader: Let us repent, and give thanks to God’s power to bring salvation to all. 
People: Make us witnesses of Your love. Let us worship together the true God, 
who makes us one. Thanks be to God! 

*HYMN       I Come with Joy      #768 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

CONFESSION (South Africa) 
All: God, forgive us for our failure to feel the sufferings of others, and our 
tendency to live comfortably with injustice. God, forgive us for the self-
righteousness which denies guilt, and the self-interest which strangles 
compassion. We ask your mercy upon those who live their lives in careless 
unconcern, who cry ‘Peace, peace’ when there is no peace. We ask your mercy 

upon our failings in community, our lack of understanding. Forgive us God for 
the times when we are too eager to be better than others, when we are too 
rushed to care, when we are too tired to bother, when we don’t really listen, when 
we are too quick to act from motives other than love. Amen.  

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Bangladesh) 
Leader: Know that God loves you. From the very beginning God’s loving mercy has 
been poured out upon you. God loves you like a parent embracing you. God watches 
over you, guiding you each day.  
People: We are forgiven, we will forgive others. We are restored, we will restore 
others. We are reconciled with God, we will reconcile with others. In Jesus’ 
Name, Amen.  

*PASSING THE PEACE   

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.      People: And also with you. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
All children are welcome to come forward for the Children’s Message. Today is a Family 
Communion Sunday so everyone stays in church together! Kids are welcome to sit with their 
families or engage in worship and some extra activities from our Prayground.  

*HYMN    One Bread One Body              Insert 
[Chorus] 
One bread, one body 

One Lord of all 
One cup of blessing which we bless 

And we, though many 

Throughout the earth 

We are one body in this one Lord 

 

[Verse 1] 
Gentile or Jew 

Servant or free 

Woman or man, no more [Chorus] 
 

[Verse 2] 
Many the gifts 

Many the works 

One in the Lord of all  [Chorus] 
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RESPONSIVE READING (INSPIRED BY PSALM 116:12-17) 

Leader: What should I return to God for his goodness to me? 

People: I will lift up the cup of salvation! 
Leader: I will call upon the name of the Lord.  
People: I will fulfill my promises to God in the presence of all his people.  
Leader: Those who serve the Lord are precious. 
People: I am one of God’s servants! 
Leader: I will give an offering of thanksgiving. 
People: I will call on the name of the Lord.  

SCRIPTURE READING    Acts 2:43-46 & 1 Corinthians 10:14-17 

SERMON                  “A Table Overflowing”      Pastor Kim 

SPECIAL MUSIC        “Give Thanks"         Henry Smith, arr. Joel Raney 

Glenn Fisher, flute 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

WORLD COMMUNION DAY PRAYERS 

Leader: From every corner of the earth, Christ calls us to the table.  
People: We come from many peoples, many places, many traditions.  
Leader: We come with the songs of our ancestors and the prayers of those who came 
before us.  
People: We come carrying stories of faith, struggle, hope, and joy.  
Leader: From villages and islands, from the mountains and the cities, from farms and 
deserts, from the suburbs and tundras.  
People: We come as one people, gathered in Christ.  
Leader: Some come to this table with abundance. Some come longing for daily bread. 
People: Christ welcomes us all.  
Leader: Some come singing. Some come grieving. Some come with questions. Some 
come with gratitude.  
People: Christ welcomes us all.  
Leader: Today, what divides us does not have the final word. Language does not divide 
us. Geography does not divide us. Culture does not divide us.  
People: At Christ’s table, there is room for all.  
Leader: Come, people of God. Come with open hands and open hearts.  
People: We come to receive. We come to remember. We come to share. We come 
to be made one.  

 

SUNG RESPONSE           #689 

The Church from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth. 
Her charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth; 
One Holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses with every grace endued.  

REMEMBERING THE STORY 

Leader: On the night before Jesus died, he gathered his friends……By eating this 
bread and drinking this cup we participate in the mystery of our faith: 
People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever, Amen. 

SHARING THE MEAL 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

All: God of every nation and generation, thank you for gathering us into the great 
company of your people - those who have gone before us, those who worship 
beside us, and those we may never meet in this life. Until the day when every 
people and every nation are gathered into your eternal feast, keep us faithful to 
one another and to you. Send us from this table as people of Christ’s peace. One 
Spirit. One Lord. One faith. One hope. One table. Amen.  

CALL TO OFFERING  

OFFERING & MISSION MOMENT  

*DOXOLOGY          #809 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above, you heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 

 



*OFFERING PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Canada) 
All: Praise be to God who calls us to imagine and believe that another world is 
possible. Deliver these, our gifts, to the work of bringing hope and wholeness to 
all our neighbors. God of all times and all places, remind us of the world as You 
intend it: free from hunger, poverty, violence, and oppression. Embolden us, O 
God, to imagine and believe that another world is possible! Amen.   
*HYMN           We Are Called To Be God’s People       #710 

BENEDICTION (Cuba) 
Leader: May God prosper you. May your days be long and your nights serene. May 
your friendships honor you, and your family love you. May you eat at your table, and 
may you be gathered into God’s embrace with a smile. Amen.  

CLOSING MUSIC               Salve Festa Dies     Fortunatus
  
Worship adapted from “A Global Table of Grace” World Communion 2026 Worship Resource from 
Global Ministries (UCC/DOC).  

 



WELCOME TO LONGSWAMP UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST! 

This is our Weekly Beacon- September 27th-October 3rd, 2026 

Thank you for worshiping with us on World Communion Sunday; the day we share in Christ’s 
holy meal with Christians across the globe. You may notice the names of various countries 
listed throughout this morning’s bulletin to denote where today’s various prayers come from. 
Additionally, our communion liturgy is a little different for World Communion Sunday; and we 
begin our October worship series about God’s abundance, called “Overflowing.” 

Join us next Sunday as we continue our “Overflowing” series and celebrate Harvest Home - the 
Sunday in the Fall where we thank God for our agricultural blessings, a church service that has 
deep ties to German immigration in this region.  

Sharing Our Faith 
October is Pastor Appreciation Month! We will honor Pastor Kim to thank her for all that she 
does for us. Please join us in the preschool room immediately following today’s worship 
service for a time of fellowship. Thank you to everyone who prepared Pastor Kim’s favorite 
treats as we celebrate Pastor Appreciation Day! 

Let’s show our support of our four LUCC members who are furthering their education by 
preparing a care package for each of them. We’re hoping that some of our members are 
willing to donate one or two of the items that we’re including in their care packages. The sign-
up sheet is on a clipboard in the narthex. Please return all items no later than Sunday, October 
11, 2026. Also, please sign the card (on another clipboard in the narthex) for our four college 
students. The card will be included in the care packages which will be sent/hand delivered in 
the next few weeks to LUCC’s members who are furthering their education.     

Mark your calendars for this year’s Trunk or Treat, hosted by LUCC and Longswamp Learning 
Center! This year’s date is on Friday, October 23rd starting at 6:30pm. If you’re interested in 
participating by either decorating a trunk, helping at the church table, helping at our “spooky 
walk” through the woods, or just bringing your children or grandchildren to trick or treat, 
please take a form and return it to the office! 

We will be having a Nut Tassie baking day on Thursday, October 15th, and Saturday, October 
17th, both starting at 9am. If you’ve ever wanted to learn how to make Nut Tassies, Shirley will 
be walking us through it. 

Teaching What We Believe 
There is no Children’s Church today because it’s World Communion Sunday. Children’s 
Church will return next week and will run the rest of the Sundays in October. 

Acting on Jesus’ Teachings 
Once again, our LUCC members did God’s work in today’s world! A HUGE “THANK YOU” to 
everyone who donated tissues and paper towels for the benefit of the Longswamp Learning 

Center. The Learning Center staff was extremely grateful for our members’ donations! Thank 
you also to everyone who attended or helped out with the Barn Dance! It was a great success! 

October 2026 Local Mission - Food Drive for the benefit of Friend, Inc. Community Services - 
Please support the many underprivileged residents of the three local school districts by 
donating any of the following items (non-perishable food, personal care items, baby supplies, 
paper products, cleaning supplies, pet food, school supplies, and/or gift cards to local grocery 
stores) which will then be donated to Friend, Inc. Community Services in Kutztown. Please see 
the “Acting on Jesus’ Teachings” section (pg 7) of LUCC’s October 2026 newsletter for a list of 
the items on Friend, Inc.'s Pantry Wish List. Mission offerings are also greatly appreciated. Our 
non-perishable food donations will be used for our Harvest Home service on Sunday, October 
11, 2026. If you’d like to have your donations included in the Harvest Home displays, please 
bring them to church no later than Thursday, October 8. Thank you in advance for your 
continued support of our underprivileged neighbors.   
Additionally, LUCC’s “Cookies for a  Cause” event is scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 17, 2026 
from 10 AM-2 PM at Ashi’s Mertztown Market. This is an extra way for our church to collect 
more items and monetary donations for our October 2026 mission. Each shopper who gives a 
donation will receive a small bag of homemade cookies as a token of appreciation. We are in 
need of one more volunteer to make 10 small bags of homemade chocolate chip cookies and 2 
volunteers to help out at our “Cookies for a Cause” stand. Please sign up on the sheets in the 
narthex or contact Jill Shade if you’re able to support our “Cookies for a Cause” event on 
Saturday, Oct. 17, 2026.   

Longswamp UCC Business 
October Newsletters are available in the narthex! Please take one to stay up to date with all 
of our upcoming events! If you’d like to be added to our mailing or emailing list, please let 
Maggie in the office know! 


